
Help save the Black-striped 
Wallaby

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Macropus dorsalis

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the species in the long term. This strategy was developed 
by experts who identified the priority management areas and 
conservation actions required to manage critical threats to conserve 
the species in NSW.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au
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Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered

Commonwealth 
status:
N/A

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Partnership (widespread)

Species profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10500

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Recorded species sightings 
(BioNet).

Strategic Importance: The black-striped wallaby is a small to 
medium sized wallaby often misidentified as other wallaby species, 
and in particular the more common red-necked wallaby. The species 
is considered common in Qld although there has been no recent 
research or studies and anecdotal evidence suggests their range may 
be contracting there. Their distribution in NSW is scattered between 
discrete populations on small reserves and in the Pilliga forests in 
north-western NSW, with a more continuous population throughout far 
north-eastern NSW. The species has a reputation as a pest animal in 
Qld due to its tendency to forage across cultivated fields. Throughout 
their range in north-western NSW, many of the isolated populations 
have multiple threats and lack of connectivity, which could result in 
limited opportunities for breeding and loss of genetic viability. In 
recent years monitoring through camera trapping has indicated a 
reduction in the population across the Border Ranges and northern 
Richmond Range. Further research and monitoring are required 
across the species distribution to determine the importance of 
connectivity and patch size in supporting isolated populations.
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Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=10500#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.

Map of Black-striped Wallaby occurrence and 
priority management area(s)
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Threat Action description Scale

Predation by foxes.

Implement best-practice fox control at priority sites for the species 
including targeted high intensity on-ground baiting. Work with Local 
Land Services, National Parks and Wildlife Service, and private 
landholders to conduct collaborative monitoring and baiting across 
tenures. Priority sites for control should include those with established 
wallaby populations with suitable habitat and connectivity to support 
increases in population numbers.

 Site

Habitat fragmentation 
through clearing and loss of 
connectivity.

Work with land holders/land managers to protect habitat, particularly 
habitat adjacent to pastoral areas where black-striped wallaby graze. 
Focus on protecting existing occupied remnants and remnants such as 
riparian strips and stepping stones that provide habitat connectivity.

 Area

Loss of grazing habitat and 
dependence and conflict on 
agricultural land from grazing 
on farms and Travelling 
Stock Reserves (TSR’s).

Work with Local Land Services to engage with private landholders and 
key regional stakeholders to foster tolerance to black-striped wallaby to 
reduce conflict between users and increase landholder protection of the 
species habitat on their land. Include education on the risks of 1080 
baits to black-striped wallaby. Focus on north-western NSW where the 
species has significantly less habitat and utilise remnants for shelter 
and graze on agricultural land.

 Area

Risk of high frequency fires in 
small reserves (e.g. national 
parks, Travelling Stock 
Reserves, remnants on 
private land) and increased 
pressure to burn in small 
remnants to control weeds or 
protect assets. 

Liaise with landholders and land managers (e.g. National Parks and 
Wildlife Service, Rural Fire Service) to provide advice on the species 
management requirements for fire regimes (e.g. their tolerance 
thresholds to fire frequency and severity) for updating the fire 
management strategy and burns plans (e.g. encourage mosaic or patch 
burning to maintain shelter post-fire).

 Area

Lack of knowledge of the 
species in NSW limiting the 
ability to ensure viable 
populations.

Undertake long-term camera surveys to monitor population trends and 
occurrences over time. Use white camera flash where possible so 
photos are detailed enough to support correct identification. Establish 
permanent, systematic monitoring sites across the species range in 
NSW. In the north-western part of the range monitoring should focus on 
fragmented habitat and investigate movements of black-striped wallaby 
between remnants. Align with pest monitoring programs, where 
feasible.

 Area

Lack of information on the 
threat of predation and the 
effectiveness of management 
actions 

Undertake long-term camera surveys to monitor trends in predator 
densities (foxes, cats and wild dogs) over time and assess 
effectiveness of management actions. Establish permanent, systematic 
monitoring sites across the species range in NSW, aligned with species 
monitoring areas.

 Site

Lack of knowledge of habitat 
use across the landscape in 
north-western part of range, 
including population 
dynamics and use of small 
remnants with limited 
connectivity.

Undertake radio tracking to investigate habitat utilisation and 
connectivity use between areas of remnant habitat. Radio tracking 
should target sub-adult males and look at dispersal in the landscape 
and causes of mortality (e.g. predation). Collar with colour tags for 
individual recognition. Opportunistically collect DNA samples to 
contribute to research on genetic diversity of the species in Qld.

 Site

Predation by feral and wild 
dogs.

Implement integrated wild dog control aligned with fox control actions. 
Consider the seasonal preferences of both dogs and foxes when 
planning actions. 

 Site

Action toolbox

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

