
Help save the Holly-leaf Grevillea

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Grevillea ilicifolia subsp. ilicifolia

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the species in the long term. The strategy was developed 
by experts who identified the minimum number of priority 
management sites and conservation actions required to manage 
critical threats to conserve the species in NSW.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

Two priority management sites were identified in NSW (ordered north 
to south and including local government area (LGA)). They are:

• Round Hill and Nombinnie Nature Reserves in Carrathool, 
Cobar LGA

• Potential species populations 

Photo: Barry Collier

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Critically Endangered

Commonwealth 
status:
N/A

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Partnership (range-restricted)

Species profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=20156

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Recorded species sightings 
(BioNet).

More information about each site is provided on the following pages. 

Strategic Importance: There are only three known plants of the 
holly-leaf grevillea (Grevillea ilicifolia subsp. Ilicifolia) in NSW, as such 
the population is critically endangered. Though the species is not 
threatened throughout its range in Australia, it is geographically 
isolated from populations of the species in other states, so there is no 
connectivity to ensure its survival in NSW. The population is likely to 
be a living floristic relict of past glacial climate regimes. The 
population in NSW is a sand mallee specialist, though it could occur 
in other mallee conditions in NSW where there have been 
unconfirmed sightings. The species has been in continuous decline 
from threats such as clearing in NSW with a previous population of 
the species in Nericon NSW now extinct. Only three existing plants of 
the species occur in one location, which is threatened by disturbance 
and requires management to ensure its viability and security.

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=20156
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=20156
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=20156
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=20156


Map of Holly-leaf Grevillea occurrence and priority 
management site(s)

Priority management siteSpecies occurrence(*)



Total site area (ha):

86099.13

Local government area:

Carrathool, Cobar

National Parks and 
Wildlife  Service 
reserve:

Lachlan Valley National Park, 
Nombinnie Nature Reserve, 
Nombinnie State Conservation 
Area, Round Hill Nature 
Reserve, Yathong Nature 
Reserve

Occurs on private land:

No

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the 
species at the site will be 
conducted to determine the local 
population trends through time.

The extent and severity of 
threats will also be monitored to 
assess the effectiveness of 
management actions.

Management actions will be 
adapted, added, or removed 
over time in response to 
monitoring results, based on 
maximising the project’s 
effectivenes.

Monitoring, Evaluation and 
Reporting Guidelines for 
Conservation Projects.

Round Hill and 
Nombinnie Nature 
Reserves

This management site occurs within the Carrathool, Cobar local 
government area (LGA). Due to the sensitive nature of the species
 or the site, the exact location cannot be identified. If you would 
like more information or are interested in becoming involved in the 
conservation of this species, please register your interest via 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au.

Site 1:

Management site map

LGA boundary of priority management site

Management activities to protect the Holly-leaf Grevillea at the 
site
Threat Objective Action

Vehicle disturbance 
(e.g. cars, graders) 
damaging plants or 
degrading habitat

Minimise accidental 
damage on road/track 
edges

Erect wire fences and signage at 
the site to protect plants from 
vehicle disturbance (e.g. cars and 
graders).

Small population size 
impacting the viability 
of the species in NSW

Augment extant wild 
population(s)

Translocate plants to secure the 
existing population. Plant into 
burnt and unburnt areas at the site 
and determine survivorship based 
on local habitat characteristics and 
environmental conditions. Monitor 
conditions and implement actions 
to protect plants from harsh 
conditions (e.g. using shade 
cloths, frost guards). Train 
volunteers in handling to minimise 
translocation shock. Propagate 
plants using seed bank collection. 
Collections and translocations 
must be managed by Australian 
Botanic Gardens or Saving our 
Species staff to minimise impacts 
on population health.

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting


Threat Objective Action

Small population size 
impacting the viability 
of the species in NSW

Augment extant wild 
population(s)

Translocate plants to a new site 
within the reserve to secure the 
species in NSW by protecting it 
from stochastic events. Identify a 
site with suitable habitat 
characteristics (e.g. low dune 
crest) and plant with a density that 
maximises pollination. Train 
volunteers in handling to minimise 
translocation shock. Propagate 
plants using seed bank collection. 
If successful, consider 
translocation to another site. 
Collections and translocations 
must be managed by Australian 
Botanic Gardens or Saving our 
Species staff to minimise impacts 
on population health.

Small population size 
impacting the viability 
of the species in NSW

Maintain ex-situ 
population for 
supplementation

Test germination and pollination of 
plants to determine if the 
population is either self-compatible 
or self-incompatible (i.e. not self-
fertilising). Build on previous 
germination research from 
Australian Botanic Garden Mount 
Annan.

Seed predation 
potentially impacting 
species recruitment 

Assess extent/severity 
or mechanism of 
threatening processes

Conduct seed burial trial with 
collected seed to protect from 
potential seed predation.

Low genetic diversity / 
inbreeding potentially 
limiting recruitment 
and long-term viability 
at the site 

Maintain genetic 
integrity/diversity

Collect seed from extant plants 
every 2-3 years for seed banking 
for research, recovery, and long-
term security of the NSW 
population. Use Australian Botanic 
Gardens (ABG) collection 
protocols to minimise impacts on 
potential recruitment (i.e. during 
prolonged flowering periods). 
Maintain a permanent pot 
collection to increase the seed 
source for future translocations 
and to secure genetic diversity in 
the population. Consider 
incorporating genetic material from 
Victoria into the collection to 
increase genetic variation in the 
NSW population when 
translocated. Collections must be 
managed by ABG or Saving our 
Species staff to minimise impacts 
on population recruitment.

Track species 
abundance / condition 
over time

Monitor the presence of the three 
existing plants annually and 
assess their condition, fecundity, 
and flowering (e.g. number of 
inflorescences present).

Track species 
abundance / condition 
over time

Deploy a camera at each plant in 
late spring to identify critical 
threats (e.g. predation).

Track species 
abundance / condition 
over time

Monitor translocated populations 
for survivorship, growth, fecundity, 
inflorescences, and threat impacts 
(e.g. browsing evidence). Monitor 
environmental conditions to protect 
against mortality (e.g. drought, 
heat, frost). Increase monitoring if 
conditions are poor.



Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the 
species at the site will be 
conducted to determine the local 
population trends through time.

The extent and severity of 
threats will also be monitored to 
assess the effectiveness of 
management actions.

Management actions will be 
adapted, added, or removed 
over time in response to 
monitoring results, based on 
maximising the project’s 
effectivenes.

Monitoring, Evaluation and 
Reporting Guidelines for 
Conservation Projects.

Potential species 
populations

Potential survey areas include: West Wyalong – Tallimba area 
(Bland Shire). Remnant mallee woodland, primarily roadsides and 
on private land, and in Buddigower Nature Reserve, Charcoal 
Tank Nature Reserve and South West Woodland Nature Reserve 
(Blue Mallee precinct). Woggoon Nature Reserve, located west of 
Condobolin (Lachlan Shire).

Site 2:

Management activities to protect the Holly-leaf Grevillea at the 
site
Threat Objective Action

Small population size 
impacting the viability 
of the species in NSW

Identify additional 
population(s)

Engage community and 
stakeholder groups (e.g. Landcare, 
consultants, hikers) to conduct 
surveys in suitable mallee habitat 
or report sightings to Saving our 
Species. Create and share 
identification fact sheet and display 
propagated plant to increase 
recognition in the community.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
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