
Help save the Magpie Goose

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Anseranas semipalmata

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the species in the long term. This strategy was developed 
by experts who identified the priority management areas and 
conservation actions required to manage critical threats to conserve 
the species in NSW.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au
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Conservation status 
in NSW:
Vulnerable

Commonwealth 
status:
N/A

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Partnership (widespread)

Species profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10056

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Recorded species sightings 
(BioNet).

Strategic Importance: The magpie goose has a broad distribution 
across Australia, extending to New Guinea. It is considered 
Australia’s most abundant resident waterbird, with estimated 
population size fluctuating but exceeding one million birds. The 
species in southern Australia including NSW, South Australia, and 
Victoria is threatened due to degradation of wetland breeding habitat, 
especially due to reduced flooding caused by river regulation and 
water harvesting. Some birds in NSW appear to be resident. Though 
birds can travel long distances, there is no evidence that the status of 
local occurrences depends directly on movement from northern 
Australia. There is anecdotal and some quantitative evidence from 
aerial surveys that the population is declining in parts of northern 
Australia, with key habitats at risk from sea level rise. Securing 
resident sites and areas across the species’ southern distribution is 
considered important for maintaining the area of occupancy for the 
species, protecting it against broader future declines, and maintaining 
genetic diversity.
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Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=10056#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.

Map of Magpie Goose occurrence and priority 
management area(s)
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Threat Action description Scale

Fox predation on eggs and 
goslings.

Implement fox baiting programs in important wetland areas. Liaise with 
National Parks and Wildlife Service, Local Land Services, and 
landholders to support baiting across different tenures.

 Site

Inappropriate hydrological 
regimes of wetland habitats 
through drainage of swamps, 
ponds, dams and other 
wetlands for agricultural and 
other human purposes.

Liaise with water and planning authorities to provide advice on the 
impacts of hydrological changes (e.g. modifying flows for developments 
and water usage) near wetlands to the species, including potential 
impacts on breeding and foraging habitat from changes to vegetation 
condition and the severity of weeds such as Lippia.

 Area

Competition with feral pigs 
for food such as tubers.

Implement integrated pig control near important habitat areas including 
aerial shooting and targeted trapping. Liaise with National Parks and 
Wildlife Service, Local Land Services, and landholders to support 
landscape-level control across tenures.

 Site

Lack of knowledge of threats

Conduct surveys on habitat use during dry periods to understand 
dependency on artificial water and food sources to inform management 
actions (e.g. need for drought refuge sites). Incorporate citizen science 
survey data into assessment (e.g. from Waterbird Tracker).

 State

Monitoring is required to 
assess the species 
population trends over time.

Conduct annual spring and/or autumn counts of birds at wetlands 
included in the priority areas and aligned with the methods of the NSW 
environment agency ground surveys and the University of NSW aerial 
surveys. When breeding, record nesting success including number of 
chicks and fledglings. Incorporate citizen science data into population 
assessment (e.g. from Waterbird Tracker, Murrumbidgee Field 
Naturalists). Timing of surveys should be tied to date of river inflows to 
sites, which can vary between different catchments.

 Site

Monitoring is required to 
assess the severity of 
threats.

Conduct an annual assessment of disturbance, weed incursions, and 
couch grass condition at key breeding sites to inform management 
actions.

 Site

Monitoring is required to 
assess the severity of 
threats.

Conduct annual monitoring of pest presence and disturbance (e.g. pig 
rooting) near control sites in important wetland areas to measure the 
scale of the threat and the level of control required.

 Site

Monitoring is required to 
assess the severity of 
threats.

Monitor fox densities near baiting sites using camera traps to measure 
response to baiting actions.  Site

Disturbance of commercial 
activities to breeding and 
foraging habitat

Liaise with private landholders to promote the sympathetic use of 
wetlands in accordance with best practice standards (e.g. the 
Guidelines for Grazing in the Gwydir Wetlands and Macquarie 
Marshes) to protect breeding and foraging habitat including maintaining 
flows and vegetation condition.

 Area

Action toolbox

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

