
Help save the Southern Scrub-
robin

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Drymodes brunneopygia

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the species in the long term. The strategy was developed 
by experts who identified the minimum number of priority 
management sites and conservation actions required to manage 
critical threats to conserve the species in NSW.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

Three priority management sites were identified in NSW (ordered 
north to south and including local government area (LGA)). They are:

• Nombinnie and Round Hill Nature Reserves in Carrathool, 
Cobar LGA

• Scotia in Unincorporated, Wentworth LGA
• Euston and Mallee Cliffs National Park in Balranald, Wentworth 

LGA

Photo: Michael Todd

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Vulnerable

Commonwealth 
status:
N/A

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Partnership (range-restricted)

Species profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10252

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Recorded species sightings 
(BioNet).

More information about each site is provided on the following pages. 

Strategic Importance: The Southern Scrub-robin is rare in NSW and 
is sensitive to fragmentation and habitat degradation in the midstorey 
and ground cover vegetation. The species is generally widespread 
with a distribution extending to Western Australia but can be cryptic 
and difficult to survey if not calling. The species has been well 
surveyed in South Australia and Victoria, though in NSW is has not 
been regularly surveyed and is thought to have declined. The eastern 
population has suffered local extinctions because of habitat 
fragmentation (e.g. central west NSW, Charcoal Tank Nature 
Reserve); it may also be declining in South Australia. The species in 
NSW is generally disjunct with isolated populations that are important 
to the national viability of the species.

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10252
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10252
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10252
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10252


Map of Southern Scrub-robin occurrence and 
priority management site(s)

Priority management siteSpecies occurrence(*)



Total site area (ha):

86099.13

Local government area:

Carrathool, Cobar

National Parks and 
Wildlife  Service 
reserve:

Lachlan Valley National Park, 
Nombinnie Nature Reserve, 
Nombinnie State Conservation 
Area, Round Hill Nature 
Reserve, Yathong Nature 
Reserve

Occurs on private land:

No

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the 
species at the site will be 
conducted to determine the local 
population trends through time.

The extent and severity of 
threats will also be monitored to 
assess the effectiveness of 
management actions.

Management actions will be 
adapted, added, or removed 
over time in response to 
monitoring results, based on 
maximising the project’s 
effectivenes.

Monitoring, Evaluation and 
Reporting Guidelines for 
Conservation Projects.

Nombinnie and Round 
Hill Nature Reserves

Nombinnie and Round Hill Nature Reserves

Site 1:

Management site map

Priority management site

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting


Management activities to protect the Southern Scrub-robin at 
the site
Threat Objective Action

Risk of large-scale 
intensive wildlife 
burning significant 
areas of habitat, 
particularly during 
prolonged drought 
periods; as well as too 
infrequent fire 
impacting habitat 
suitability.

Maintain appropriate 
fire regime for the 
species/community

Liaise with land managers to 
provide advice on the species 
management requirements for fire 
regimes (e.g. their tolerance 
thresholds to fire frequency and 
severity) for updating the fire 
management strategy and burns 
plans. 

Likely predation of 
individuals and nests 
by cats and foxes, 
particularly if shelter is 
limited after fire.

Reduce pest species 
densities and maintain 
at low levels

Liaise with land managers to 
increase predator control (e.g. fox 
baiting) and monitoring post fire. 
Align with ongoing National Parks 
and Wildlife Service pest 
monitoring at the site.

Overgrazing and 
browsing from feral 
goats impacting 
habitat structure, 
condition, and 
resources for foraging 
and breeding. This 
threat is exacerbated 
after fire and during 
drought periods.

Reduce pest species 
densities and maintain 
at low levels

Undertake integrated goat control 
at the site (e.g. musting and 
shooting) and increase pest 
control during droughts and after 
fire to reduce impacts on 
vegetation recruitment.

Track species 
abundance / condition 
over time

Every two years conduct targeted 
surveys for the species at the site 
using acoustic recording during 
winter-early spring to determine 
occupancy rates and the species 
response to threat management. If 
declines are detected, increase 
frequency of monitoring to inform 
management actions. Associate 
occupancy rates at the site with 
fire history to understand the 
impact of fire on habitat use.

Assess indicator of 
ecosystem viability

Monitor the response of the 
species habitat to the exclusion of 
grazers by comparing protected 
sites from unmanaged sites and 
measuring the vegetation 
structure, diversity, and condition. 
Associate vegetation assessment 
with fire history to understand the 
impact of fire on habitat suitability. 
Correlate with monitoring data on 
trends in the species occurrences 
to assess the effectiveness of 
management actions.



Total site area (ha):

253634.92

Local government area:

Unincorporated, Wentworth

National Parks and 
Wildlife  Service 
reserve:

Tarawi Nature Reserve

Occurs on private land:

No

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the 
species at the site will be 
conducted to determine the local 
population trends through time.

The extent and severity of 
threats will also be monitored to 
assess the effectiveness of 
management actions.

Management actions will be 
adapted, added, or removed 
over time in response to 
monitoring results, based on 
maximising the project’s 
effectivenes.

Monitoring, Evaluation and 
Reporting Guidelines for 
Conservation Projects.

Scotia
Mallee habitat in the Scotia area including Scotia, Tarawi Nature 
Reserve, Loch Lilly, Nagaella, Nanya, Belvedere, and 
neighbouring private properties

Site 2:

Management site map

Priority management site

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting


Management activities to protect the Southern Scrub-robin at 
the site
Threat Objective Action

Risk of large-scale 
intensive wildlife 
burning significant 
areas of habitat, 
particularly during 
prolonged drought 
periods; as well as too 
infrequent fire 
impacting habitat 
suitability.

Maintain appropriate 
fire regime for the 
species/community

Liaise with land managers to 
provide advice on the species 
management requirements for fire 
regimes (e.g. their tolerance 
thresholds to fire frequency and 
severity) for updating the fire 
management strategy and burns 
plans. 

Likely predation of 
individuals and nests 
by cats and foxes, 
particularly if shelter is 
limited after fire.

Reduce pest species 
densities and maintain 
at low levels

Liaise with land managers to 
increase predator control (e.g. fox 
baiting) and monitoring of predator 
densities post fire. Align with 
ongoing National Parks and 
Wildlife Service pest monitoring at 
the site.

Overgrazing and 
browsing from both 
domestic stock (e.g. 
Dorper and Merino 
sheep) and goats 
(both feral and 
commercial) 
impacting habitat 
structure, condition, 
and resources for 
foraging and 
breeding. This threat 
is exacerbated after 
fire and during 
drought periods.

Reduce the impacts of 
grazing

Work with Local Land Services 
and Local Government to educate 
landholders on total grazing 
pressure from both domestic and 
feral herbivores and encourage 
strategic grazing, water point 
management, and pest control 
(e.g. shooting and mustering) to 
protect Southern Scrub-robin 
habitat. Increase destocking and 
pest control during droughts and 
after fire to reduce impacts on 
vegetation recruitment.

Track species 
abundance / condition 
over time

Every two years conduct targeted 
surveys for the species at the site 
using acoustic recording during 
winter-early spring to determine 
occupancy rates and the species 
response to threat management. If 
declines are detected, increase 
frequency of monitoring to inform 
management actions. Associate 
occupancy rates at the site with 
fire history to understand the 
impact of fire on habitat use. 

Assess indicator of 
ecosystem viability

Monitor the response of the 
species habitat to the exclusion of 
grazers by comparing protected 
sites from unmanaged sites and 
measuring the vegetation 
structure, diversity, and condition. 
Associate vegetation assessment 
with fire history to understand the 
impact of fire on habitat suitability. 
Correlate with monitoring data on 
trends in the species occurrences 
to assess the effectiveness of 
management actions.



Total site area (ha):

373898.56

Local government area:

Balranald, Wentworth

National Parks and 
Wildlife  Service 
reserve:

Euston Regional Park, 
Kemendok National Park, 
Kemendok Nature Reserve, 
Mallee Cliffs National Park

Occurs on private land:

No

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the 
species at the site will be 
conducted to determine the local 
population trends through time.

The extent and severity of 
threats will also be monitored to 
assess the effectiveness of 
management actions.

Management actions will be 
adapted, added, or removed 
over time in response to 
monitoring results, based on 
maximising the project’s 
effectivenes.

Monitoring, Evaluation and 
Reporting Guidelines for 
Conservation Projects.

Euston and Mallee 
Cliffs National Park

Euston and Mallee Cliffs National Park, west to the Darling River

Site 3:

Management site map

Priority management site

Management activities to protect the Southern Scrub-robin at 
the site
Threat Objective Action

Risk of large-scale 
intensive wildlife 
burning significant 
areas of habitat, 
particularly during 
prolonged drought 
periods; as well as too 
infrequent fire 
impacting habitat 
suitability.

Maintain appropriate 
fire regime for the 
species/community

Liaise with land managers to 
provide advice on the species 
management requirements for fire 
regimes (e.g. their tolerance 
thresholds to fire frequency and 
severity) for updating the fire 
management strategy and burns 
plans. 

Likely predation of 
individuals and nests 
by cats and foxes, 
particularly if shelter is 
limited after fire.

Reduce pest species 
densities and maintain 
at low levels

Liaise with land managers to 
increase predator control (e.g. fox 
baiting) and monitoring post fire. 
Work with Local Land Services to 
coordinate pest control across the 
site. Align with ongoing pest 
monitoring at Mallee Cliffs National 
Park.

Loss of habitat due to 
clearing has led to a 
decline in distribution 
and abundance.

Minimise 
impacts/incidence of 
clearing on the 
species/habitat

Encourage land holders to enter 
into conservation agreements or 
offsets to gain permanent 
protection of the site. Encourage 
land managers to develop 
management plans for 
implementing site-based actions to 
secure the species persistence at 
the site, such as protecting and 
regenerating Southern Scrub-robin 
habitat (e.g. Mallee habitat with 
dense shrub cover).

Overgrazing and 
browsing from both 
domestic stock (e.g. 
Dorper and Merino 
sheep) and goats 
(both feral and 
commercial) 
impacting habitat 
structure, condition, 
and resources for 
foraging and 
breeding. This threat 
is exacerbated after 
fire and during 
drought periods.

Reduce the impacts of 
grazing

Work with Local Land Services 
and Local Government to educate 
landholders on total grazing 
pressure from both domestic and 
feral herbivores and encourage 
strategic grazing, water point 
management, and pest control to 
protect Southern Scrub-robin 
habitat. Increase destocking and 
pest control during droughts and 
after fire to reduce impacts on 
vegetation recruitment.

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting


Threat Objective Action

Overgrazing and 
browsing from feral 
goats impacting 
habitat structure, 
condition, and 
resources for foraging 
and breeding. This 
threat is exacerbated 
after fire and during 
drought periods.

Reduce pest species 
densities and maintain 
at low levels

Undertake integrated goat control 
at the site (e.g. musting and 
shooting) and increase pest 
control during droughts and after 
fire to reduce impacts on 
vegetation recruitment.

Track species 
abundance / condition 
over time

Conduct annual targeted surveys 
for the species at representative 
sites using acoustic recording 
during winter-early spring to 
determine occupancy rates and 
the species response to threat 
management. Conduct a broader 
survey to understand the 
distribution and densities in the 
area, including correlations with 
different patch sizes to understand 
habitat size requirements. If 
declines are detected, increase 
frequency of monitoring to inform 
management actions. Associate 
occupancy rates with fire history to 
understand the impact of fire on 
habitat use by comparing 
presence across different age 
classes including the site of the 
1975 fire.

Assess indicator of 
ecosystem viability

Monitor the response of the 
species habitat to the exclusion of 
grazers and browsers by 
comparing protected sites from 
unmanaged sites and measuring 
the vegetation structure, diversity, 
and condition. Associate 
vegetation assessment with fire 
history to understand the impact of 
fire on habitat suitability. Correlate 
with monitoring data on trends in 
the species occurrences to assess 
the effectiveness of management 
actions.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies


