
Help save Byron Bay Dwarf 
Graminoid Clay Heath Community

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the ecological community in the long term. The strategy 
was developed by experts who identified the priority management 
sites and conservation actions required to manage critical threats to 
conserve the ecological community.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

One priority management site was identified in NSW. It is:

• Arakwal National Park in Byron LGA

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered Ecological 
Community

Commonwealth 
status:
N/A

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Ecological community (range-
restricted)

Community profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10115

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Distribution is mapped as sub-
regions where the ecological 
community is known to occur 
(BioNet).

More information about each site is provided on the following pages. 

Map of Byron Bay Dwarf Graminoid Clay Heath 
Community occurrence and priority management 
site(s)

Priority management siteDistribution(*)
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Total site area (ha):

8.69

Local government area:

Byron

National Parks and 
Wildlife  Service 
reserve:

Arakwal National Park

Occurs on private land:

No

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the 
ecological community's extent 
and condition on the site will be 
conducted to determine trends 
through time.

The extent and severity of 
threats will also be monitored to 
assess the effectiveness or 
management actions.

Management actions will be 
adapted, added or removed over 
time in response to monitoring 
results, based on maximising 
their effectiveness.

Monitoring, Evaluation and 
Reporting Guidelines for 
Conservation Projects.

Arakwal National Park
Byron Bay Dwarf Graminoid Clay Heath occurs on shallow clay 
soils on elevated metasediments above Cibum Margil swamp in 
the north-western part of Arakwal National Park. It is restricted to 
the Byron Bay area and less than 4.93 hectares remains, in the 
form of fragmented remnants, from an estimated original 
distribution of 68.5 hectares (~7% of original extent). 
Approximately 3 hectares (~40%) of this community is currently 
reserved in the park. 

Site 1:

Management site map

Priority management site

Management activities to protect Byron Bay Dwarf Graminoid 
Clay Heath Community at the site
Threat Objective Action

Predation of heath 
fauna by foxes and 
feral cats

Reduce pest species 
densities and maintain 
at low levels

Undertake efforts to capture or bait 
introduced predators. 

Damage to habitat by 
human visitation.

Minimise impacts of 
recreational activities

Install interpretative signage about 
the TEC and disturbance from 
recreational users. Modify or 
improve construction of formal 
paths (consider elevated steel 
mesh for visitor viewing platform 
and for sections of path) and close 
unwanted trails. 

Habitat disturbance 
during maintenance of 
roads, trails, pipeline 
and powerlines. 
Watego Water Main 
beneath National Park 
from Paterson Hill and 
through TEC will 
require machinery 
access to 
repair/maintain/replac
e.

Minimise the impact of 
on-site infrastructure

Conduct strategic plantings of 
sedges to slow and absorb flows at 
main impact sites (stormwater 
runoff at pacific Vista Drive) and 
weed management at sites of 
disturbance. Engage with the 
community and park neighbours 
about the negative effects of water 
runoff on the TEC. Investigate 
permanent options for redirecting 
or controlling residential and other 
water flows into National Park and 
Council reserve along Pacific Vista 
Drive; review stormwater options. 
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Threat Objective Action

TEC habitat / 
substrate is 
susceptible to erosion, 
sedimentation and 
pollution due to runoff 
from adjacent urban 
areas surrounding 
TEC. Runoff also 
exacerbating weed 
infestations through 
increased moisture 
levels and erosion 
damaging or removing 
existing vegetation 
and providing 
substrate for 
establishment of 
weeds.

Minimise levels of 
erosion and/or 
sedimentation

Determine the status of easement 
for Watego Water Main through 
the TEC via internal systems. 
Negotiate with Rous Water (Rous 
County Council) to determine 
feasibility and planning of re-
routing Watego Water Main in 
cleared zones to rear of properties 
and along existing walking tracks 
before repairs/maintenance of 
water main are required. Use 
appropriate methods and 
equipment for any repairs to 
infrastructure to avoid or minimise 
damage to the TEC. 

Invasion by 
introduced weeds 
including garden 
escapes.

Reduce and maintain 
weed densities at low 
levels

Undertake woody and non-woody 
weed control using a combination 
of physical removal and spraying. 

Over-browsing by 
macropods, 
particularly post-fire.

Restrict access to 
native browsers

If native herbivores are shown to 
have a negative impact, erect non-
barbed wire exclusion fencing at 
specific sites.

The Byron Bay Dwarf 
Graminoid Clay Heath 
(BBDGCH) TEC is 
displaced by other 
communities when not 
burnt frequently 
enough, which has 
flow-on effects for 
other threatened 
species, specifically 
Byron Bay Diuris 
Diuris byronensis. 
Invasive species 
include Coral Fern 
Gleichenia dicarpa, 
paperbarks 
Melaleuca, 
bloodwoods 
Corymbia, and 
rainforest understorey 
plants. 

Maintain appropriate 
fire regime for the 
species/community

Implement the planned initial burn 
of main Arakwal sector of the TEC 
as soon as practical as well as 
corresponding burns planned for 
sections of TEC on land controlled 
by Byron Shire Council. Liaise with 
all relevant fire agencies and land 
managers (National Parks and 
Wildlife Service, Byron Shire 
Council, the Rural Fire Service) to 
develop and implement 
coordinated schedule of burns 
over the extent of the community 
to ensure remaining areas of long-
unburnt sections of the TEC are 
burnt over next 4 years. Develop a 
long-term plan for ongoing burns 
of sections at 7–15 year intervals 
for entire mapped heath. Evaluate 
fire-frequency recommendations 
for this TEC and ensure any 
adjustments reflected in all 
relevant databases.

Predation of heath 
fauna by foxes and 
feral cats

Minimise impacts of 
domestic cats/dogs

Conduct small mammal surveys to 
determine species presence 
and/or abundance and any 
impacts of foxes, dogs, and cats 
on the TEC fauna. Educate 
neighbours and visitors about 
containing domestic cats and 
dogs. 

Invasion by 
introduced weeds 
including garden 
escapes.

Reduce and maintain 
weed densities at low 
levels

Conduct annual surveys of the site 
to map weed infestation, including 
any new occurrences. 

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies


