
Help save Coastal Upland Swamp 
in the Sydney Basin Bioregion

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the ecological community in the long term. The strategy 
was developed by experts who identified the priority management 
areas and conservation actions required to manage critical threats to 
conserve the ecological community.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au
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Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered Ecological 
Community

Commonwealth 
status:
Endangered

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Ecological community 
(widespread)

Community profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=20261

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Distribution is mapped as sub-
regions where the ecological 
community is known to occur 
(BioNet).

Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=20261#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.

Map of Coastal Upland Swamp in the Sydney 
Basin Bioregion occurrence and priority 
management area(s)

Priority management areaDistribution(*)
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Threat Action description Scale

Alteration of habitat including 
hydrology following 
subsidence due to long wall 
mining.

Undertake long-term (decadal) monitoring of hydrology to measure the 
impacts of longwall mining at impacted swamps and comparable 
reference sites. Undertake long-term (decadal) monitoring of ecology 
(vegetation structure, floristics, fauna) to quantify the rate and 
magnitude of ecological responses to longwall mining at impacted 
swamps and comparable reference sites.

 Area

Alteration of habitat including 
hydrology following 
subsidence due to long wall 
mining.

Provide advice to planning authorities regarding current evidence of 
impacts of longwall mining on upland swamps. To reliably avoid or 
minimise impact on hydrology and ecology of individual upland 
swamps, the level of predicted subsidence needs to be below a vertical 
subsidence threshold of 100mm.

 Site, Area

Changes in climatic moisture 
associated with climate 
change. 

Monitor and update projections of climate change impacts on upland 
swamps.  State

Changes in climatic moisture 
associated with climate 
change. 

Examine options for adaptation to climate change impacts through fire 
management and other actions as appropriate. Ensure ongoing integrity 
of the Budderoo Plateau transitional zone as a climate change refuge 
(as identified by climate modelling) by protecting upland swamp 
catchments.

 Site, Area

Alteration of fire regimes. 

Avoid recurrence of frequent fires (e.g. successive intervals of 5 years 
or less should be avoided). Ensure this fire frequency threshold is 
included in the NSW Rural Fire Service Threatened Species Hazard 
Reduction List and in all relevant Bushfire Risk Management Plans. 
Develop a peat fire response strategy to suppress and reduce impacts 
of substrate fires.

 Site, Area, 
State

Alteration of fire regimes. Improve understanding about the effects of fire severity and season on 
upland swamp flora and fauna.  Area

Clearing, disturbance, runoff 
and sedimentation 
associated with 
infrastructure, quarries, 
surface facilities and 
recreational facilities. 

Provide advice to planning authorities to avoid or minimise direct and 
indirect impacts of clearing, disturbance, runoff and sedimentation on 
upland swamps.

 Site, Area

Clearing, disturbance, runoff 
and sedimentation 
associated with 
infrastructure, quarries, 
surface facilities and 
recreational facilities. 

Close unauthorised access points into public lands containing upland 
swamps and maintain existing access restrictions and infrastructure in 
protected areas.

 Site

Browsing and soil 
disturbance by deer and pigs.

Undertake best-practice control of deer and pigs for 3 years after fires 
to reduce impacts on regenerating upland swamps.  Site, Area

Loss of diversity from an 
over-abundance of large 
shrubs.

Conduct research to determine the cause of the over-abundance of 
large shrubs and identify management strategies to mitigate the impact.  Area

Infection of native plants by 
Phytophthora cinnamomi. 

Conduct surveys throughout the distribution of upland swamps to 
determine the extent of occurrence of Phytophthora.  State

Infection of native plants by 
Phytophthora cinnamomi. 

Implement hygiene protocols when new access tracks are opened in 
WaterNSW catchments and National Parks and Wildlife Service estate, 
and maintain restrictions to recreational access in Special Areas.

 Area

Action toolbox

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting


Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies


