
Help save Mount Gibraltar Forest in 
the Sydney Basin Bioregion

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the ecological community in the long term. The strategy 
was developed by experts who identified the priority management 
areas and conservation actions required to manage critical threats to 
conserve the ecological community.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered Ecological 
Community

Commonwealth 
status:
Endangered

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Ecological community 
(widespread)

Community profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10545

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Distribution is mapped as sub-
regions where the ecological 
community is known to occur 
(BioNet).

Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=10545#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.

Map of Mount Gibraltar Forest in the Sydney Basin 
Bioregion occurrence and priority management 
area(s)
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Threat Action description Scale

Clearing, mostly historic, for 
stock production and 
quarrying of trachyte. 

Encourage natural regeneration in the first instance in degraded or 
cleared areas. If natural revegetation is not enough, work with land 
managers to revegetate cleared areas following Australian Native Plant 
Conservation guidelines on habitat restoration. Identify areas to target 
for connectivity and revegetation work then regenerate and/or 
revegetate to maintain adjacent vegetation as a buffer. Revegetation 
should include not just canopy species but shrubs and ground covers 
also. Planting could be continuous or a stepping stone or buffering 
approach.

 Site

Continued clearing, 
degradation and 
fragmentation of remnants for 
agricultural activities and 
infrastructure and residential 
development.

Restore and reconnect patches of the TEC and include vegetation 
buffers. Encourage landholders to protect patches through long term 
private land conservation mechanisms. 

 Site, Area, 
State

Invasion of remnants by non-
native plant species.

Undertake weed control using the most appropriate methods to suit 
differing conditions and reduce off-target damage. Enter weed 
treatment data into National Parks and Wildlife Service Pest and Weed 
Information system. Encourage landholders/managers to engage in 
early weed identification and intervention, and to implement prevention 
measures using current best management practices.

 Site

Grazing by native and non-
native herbivores (pigs, deer 
goats) preventing recruitment 
of canopy species and 
causing damage to ground 
layers and soil compaction.

Assess density of introduced herbivores and undertake appropriate 
exclusion or control actions if necessary.  Site, Area

Inappropriate fire regimes.

Aim for fire intervals meeting the current advice of more than 25 years 
as per the NSW Rural Fires Service Threatened Species Hazard 
Reduction list. Conduct further applied research to determine the most 
appropriate intervals and intensity for fire.

 State

Degradation by over grazing 
and trampling by domestic 
stock resulting in losses of 
plant species and structural 
diversity. 

Consult with land managers about excluding livestock from the TEC. 
Build and maintain wildlife friendly stock fences where appropriate to 
facilitate sustainable grazing outside the TEC's area of occurrence.

 Site

Inappropriate recreational 
activities such as trailbikes, 
motorbikes and 4WDs 
resulting in informal track 
creation, erosion, vegetation 
degradation and noise 
pollution.

Manage access to the TEC by installing bollards, gates, and fencing at 
strategic locations.  Site

Disturbances associated with 
communication tower 
infrastructure, including 
clearing, movement of 
machinery, introduction of 
weeds and dumping of 
rubbish.

Provide information to land managers about the TEC and potential 
impacts from infrastructure development and maintenance.  Site, Area

Continued clearing, 
degradation and 
fragmentation of remnants for 
agricultural activities and 
infrastructure and residential 
development.

Consult with land managers about entering management agreements 
(preferably in-perpetuity covenants) and promote best practice 
management if/where appropriate.

 Site

Action toolbox



Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

