
Help save Native Vegetation on 
Cracking Clay Soils of the 
Liverpool Plains

SAVING OUR SPECIES

Saving our Species aims to secure as many threatened species and 
ecological communities as possible. This conservation strategy aims 
to secure the ecological community in the long term. The strategy 
was developed by experts who identified the priority management 
areas and conservation actions required to manage critical threats to 
conserve the ecological community.

Saving our Species is based on a cost-effective approach that 
maximises the number of threatened species and ecological  
communities conserved through on-ground management action. If 
you want to contact us please email 
savingourspecies@environment.nsw.gov.au

Conservation status 
in NSW:
Endangered Ecological 
Community

Commonwealth 
status:
Critically Endangered

Saving our Species 
management stream:
Ecological community 
(widespread)

Community profile:
http://www.environment.nsw.g
ov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/p
rofile.aspx?id=10550

Saving our Species delivers 
on the NSW Government's 
legislative requirements under 
the Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 2016.

*Distribution is mapped as sub-
regions where the ecological 
community is known to occur 
(BioNet).

Threats to this species are outlined at: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.a
spx?id=10550#threats

The actions listed in the management action toolbox guide 
management at a site, regional or state scale.

Map of Native Vegetation on Cracking Clay Soils 
of the Liverpool Plains occurrence and priority 
management area(s)
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Threat Action description Scale

Unsustainable grazing 
regimes including continued 
and intensive grazing 
practices by domestic stock 
leading to a change in the 
structure and floristic 
composition of the 
community: On operating 
TSRs, failure to moderate 
grazing pressure from 
travelling stock; 
Intensification of historical 
grazing regime on TSRs 
through long-term grazing 
permits; On remnant areas 
on private land. 

Provide residents with the TEC on their property with information about 
how to identify TEC plant species and weeds as well as threats to the 
community such as clearing, grazing, weeds and spray drift. This may 
be done through direct contact with each landholder or group of 
neighbours, preferably by a local ‘grassland champion’ in association 
with a Landcare group or Local Land Services, and could include 
engagement forums and/or information packages. Utilise signage to 
highlight values and high-quality remnants.

 Area

Lack of value and 
understanding of the EEC by 
landholders and managers.

Work with Local Land Services to ensure that Travelling Stock 
Reserves with high-quality remnant grassland are managed according 
to the requirements of the TEC. 

 Site, Area

Incremental clearing of small 
remnant areas for cropping, 
establishment of exotic 
pasture species, and for road 
and firebreak maintenance or 
widening.

Provide training/information to maintenance staff (e.g. councils, Roads 
and Maritime Services) on TEC location and protection.  Site, Area

Lack of value and 
understanding of the EEC by 
landholders and managers.

Define locally appropriate groundcover condition indices to inform 
decisions around appropriate grazing regimes  Site, Area

Unsustainable grazing 
regimes including continued 
and intensive grazing 
practices by domestic stock 
leading to a change in the 
structure and floristic 
composition of the 
community: On operating 
TSRs, failure to moderate 
grazing pressure from 
travelling stock; 
Intensification of historical 
grazing regime on TSRs 
through long-term grazing 
permits; On remnant areas 
on private land. 

Protect and manage good examples of the TEC on private land. 
Encourage landholders/managers to protect areas of TEC on their land 
through a range of incentives such as long-term or in perpetuity 
conservation/stewardship (such as those through the Biodiversity 
Conservation Trust). Encourage landholders/managers to utilise 
grazing management to encourage natural regeneration. This may 
include grazing only at certain times of the year for specified periods 
(for example practices such as strategic or rotational grazing which 
allow adequate rest periods and support recovery).

 Site

Invasion and establishment 
of weed species changing 
community structure and 
floristic composition. This is 
primarily introduced perennial 
grasses (e.g. Coolatai Grass, 
Rhodes Grass, Sabi Grass) 
or forbs (e.g. wild turnip, 
medics, clovers, lippia).

Liaise with the Regional Weeds Committee to have weed species 
compromising the TEC listed as priority weeds in the Regional Strategic 
Weed Management Plan for the North West. 

 Area

Invasion and establishment 
of weed species changing 
community structure and 
floristic composition. This is 
primarily introduced perennial 
grasses (e.g. Coolatai Grass, 
Rhodes Grass, Sabi Grass) 
or forbs (e.g. wild turnip, 
medics, clovers, lippia).

Encourage landholders/managers to engage in early weed identification 
and intervention. Control weeds as necessary according to the staged 
approach to weed control and with methods that reduce off-target 
damage. Control of weeds should include all problematic species, not 
just declared noxious weeds.

 Site

Action toolbox



Threat Action description Scale

Invasion and establishment 
of weed species changing 
community structure and 
floristic composition. This is 
primarily introduced perennial 
grasses (e.g. Coolatai Grass, 
Rhodes Grass, Sabi Grass) 
or forbs (e.g. wild turnip, 
medics, clovers, lippia).

Where appropriate, install yellow posts with QR codes to guide weed 
control and roadside/easement management during infrastructure 
maintenance.

 Site, Area

Unsustainable grazing 
regimes including continued 
and intensive grazing 
practices by domestic stock 
leading to a change in the 
structure and floristic 
composition of the 
community: On operating 
TSRs, failure to moderate 
grazing pressure from 
travelling stock; 
Intensification of historical 
grazing regime on TSRs 
through long-term grazing 
permits; On remnant areas 
on private land. 

Manage total grazing pressure to facilitate natural regeneration, 
structural diversity and manage biomass to meet conservation 
management objectives. This may include grazing only at certain times 
of the year and/or keeping areas free from grazing for periods during 
the year.

 Site

Unsustainable grazing 
regimes including continued 
and intensive grazing 
practices by domestic stock 
leading to a change in the 
structure and floristic 
composition of the 
community: On operating 
TSRs, failure to moderate 
grazing pressure from 
travelling stock; 
Intensification of historical 
grazing regime on TSRs 
through long-term grazing 
permits; On remnant areas 
on private land. 

Protect areas to foster natural regeneration by excluding grazing or 
implementing strategic grazing regimes at certain sites via exclosures. 
Exclosure fencing should be done at an effective scale (i.e. this may 
require paddock or Travelling Stock Reserve subdivisions, etc.).

 Site

Unsustainable grazing 
regimes including continued 
and intensive grazing 
practices by domestic stock 
leading to a change in the 
structure and floristic 
composition of the 
community: On operating 
TSRs, failure to moderate 
grazing pressure from 
travelling stock; 
Intensification of historical 
grazing regime on TSRs 
through long-term grazing 
permits; On remnant areas 
on private land. 

Consult with landholders about placing artificial watering sites for stock 
outside the identified best-quality areas of the TEC.  Site

Spray drift of herbicides from 
agricultural or road 
maintenance activities.

Prevent herbicide and fertiliser drift from reaching stands of the TEC 
through practices such as creating a buffer or raising landholder 
awareness of the impact of spray drift. 

 Site

Spray drift of herbicides from 
agricultural or road 
maintenance activities.

Provide landholders with information about the effects of pesticide, 
herbicide and fertiliser drift on the TEC and what measures are 
available to limit this.

 Area

Spray drift of herbicides from 
agricultural or road 
maintenance activities.

Undertake planting of other species as spray drift barriers around the 
potentially affected TEC areas e.g. Belah, Myall.  Site



Threat Action description Scale

Lack of value and 
understanding of the EEC by 
landholders and managers.

Identify Travelling Stock Reserves for high priority protection and work 
with Local Land Services to manage them for conservation so that they 
are strategically and conservatively grazed.

 Site, Area

Lack of value and 
understanding of the EEC by 
landholders and managers.

Identify remnant grassland areas on private land for high priority 
protection and work with landholders to manage them for conservation.  Site

Lack of value and 
understanding of the EEC by 
landholders and managers.

Monitor the species composition of the community across its distribution 
to determine any changes associated with conservation management, 
grazing management, spray drift and/or climate change and to identify 
any weed incursion that requires control

 Site, Area

Frequent fire.

Determine appropriate fire regimes for Liverpool Plains Grassland. 
Seek involvement with indigenous groups to provide the multiple benefit 
of cultural and ecological burning where appropriate. Develop 
partnerships with NSW Rural Fire Service to undertake ecological burns 
in appropriate areas.

 Site, Area, 
State

Monitoring actions

Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of management and trends in local populations and ecological 
communities at a site scale is an important component of all strategies. The toolbox and any site-based 
management will be adapted, added or removed over time in response to monitoring results.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Guidelines for Conservation Projects.

Find out more about our program

Visit  http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/savingourspecies

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/saving-our-species-monitoring-evaluation-and-reporting

