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CAMP MANAGEMENT 

The main problem with flying-fox camps is that over the last 20 or so years they have been moving 

into cities and towns where they have been impacting on people in various ways as described in the 

Draft Policy. The Draft Policy deals with management at a local, colony level but a policy that does 

not emphasise the causal problem and develop a strategy to deal with it, is unlikely to be effective.  

The movement of flying-foxes into urban areas is considered to be caused by the destruction of 

foraging habitat in rural areas coupled with increasing food supplies available in our cities and 

towns. This situation has taken 30 or so years to develop since the movement to green our cities 

became a factor in the 1970s however the habitat destruction of our forests has been unrelenting 

throughout these years. The movement to the cities can be seen as a survival strategy by flying-foxes 

and urban areas can be seen as refuges for these species. 

Over the same period there have been numerous instances of flying-fox “food shortages” where 

flying-foxes have starved because of gaps in the foods available to them. The most recent major 

food shortage occurred in 2011 and during this time a number of new urban camp sites appeared 

throughout the distribution of the flying-fox as they roosted nearer to available food than normal. 

Most of these sites are still in use and many, like Gordon Park Nambucca Heads are a continuing 

source of concern for local residents. 

If the trend to urbanisation is to be slowed and hopefully reversed there should be far more 

emphasis on habitat reconstruction than there is in the current draft policy. It is the last of 8 points 

in the policy objectives (P5) and rates a mention in section 6 “Other issues to consider” (p11). There 

also appears to be some confusion as to who is responsible for such action with a research project 

being mooted for “early 2015” to identify priority areas for habitat creation (P11) but the 

responsibility for implementing any habitat reconstruction being left to “land managers to establish 

and protect sufficient food supplies and roosting habitat”(P5).  

Hence there is an intrinsic failure of emphasis in this draft plan. The broad ecological problem which 

has resulted in flying-foxes roosting in unprecedented numbers in our cities and towns in ever more 

colony sites, has to be addressed by State and possibly Federal authorities who have the scope, 

power and resources to design and implement change over wide areas. Leaving so much of the work 

to local land managers who have limited power and finances is unlikely to result in successful 

outcomes.  

Dealing with urban sites on a site by site basis is managing the symptoms, not curing the disease. It is 

an ad hoc approach to the problem which at best will buy time until a real management policy 

emerges. The real management policy will be a serious attempt to replace the forest habitat that we 

have lost in the last 40 years. From an ecological viewpoint, the reconstruction of destroyed forest 

habitat will not only benefit flying-foxes and people in urban areas. Flying-foxes can be seen as the 

“canaries in the mine”. They can respond to habitat destruction by migrating to where there is food 

in our cities and towns, other species are not so mobile and cannot bring their plight to our 

attention. So reconstructing our lost forests is likely to result in a number of positive ecological spin-

offs and a more stable ecology. 

 



 

 

SHOOTING IN ORCHARDS 

Shooting flying-foxes in orchards is a method of control which should have been “phased out” many 

years ago.  

In this day and age, it is unacceptable from both the conservational and the humane point of view 

(see Anja Divljan, Kerryn Parry-Jones, Peggy Eby. 2011. Deaths and injuries to Grey-headed Flying-

foxes Pteropus poliocephalus shot at an orchard near Sydney, NSW Zoologist. 35. (3): 698-710.)   

Shooting in orchards should end immediately, if not, then definitely by July 2015 and there should 

be no “special circumstances”(P7). 

Netting is the only effective answer to flying-fox attacks on orchards particularly in the peri-urban 

areas of Sydney and the Central Coast and orchardists should be given financial incentives to net 

coupled with the reassurance that shooting will be illegal from July 2015 with no extenuating 

circumstances. 
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