
submitted the survey 'Questionnaire' with the responses below. 

What works well in the proposed policy for managing flying-foxes?  

Using noise when the bats are returning early in the morning. In the late 1990's, that is what 

Maclean High School did to rid the bats from the school area. It was in conjunction with a bat 

expert who was from Tasmania. Not one bat died.  

What could be improved?  

Why would you remove all the vegetation favoured by the bats? What an environmental 

nightmare. A few years ago, a Tallowood tree was removed from an area where the bats were 

roosting at Maclean High School. It must have been hundreds of years old, no termites, just a 

solid old tree. Wind the clock forward and the bats are now roosting in the younger trees next 

to where it was removed. In the meantime, that same area is now overgrown with weeds as 

the sun is now reaching all the ferns and other sensitive plants which have been burnt and 

now just a weedy mess. It is not the same. Yes, the bats are still there.  

From your experience are there other things that could be included?  

The bats destroy the natural trees, yes. When they have no vegetation left, they seem to move 

on. If the bats are to remain at Maclean High School, covered in walkways should be built, 

especially near the teacher's car-park, as the bats are pooping all over students and teachers. I 

carry an umbrella these days. Money spent removing the trees and revegetating other areas 

seems like a waste of money and years to come to fruition; The bats may not even go to the 

areas that us humans would like them to use as a roosting place. Money could be spent 

protecting the 1200 hundred students and their teachers by providing covered walkways.  

Any other comments?  

I have been following the controversy over the bats at Maclean High School and its surrounds 

since the mid 1990's and for the last 10 years I have been working at the school. I have 

attended heated debates and seen bat experts come and go over the years. Common sense 

needs to prevail and surely the welfare of our school students should take priority. Please do 

not destroy every tree in the area, or try to revegetate another area. Just work out either how 

we are going to live with them or contact the Tasmanian bat expert who removed them by 

using noise when they return to roost. There are more bats than ever at this moment in time.  
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Mrs Helen Bowie. 


