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Children’s cancer foundation fundraiser

The Snowy Ride 2017
On the first weekend in November, 2095 registered 
motorcycle riders participated in the snowy ride 2017.  
The event, now in its 17th year is the major annual 
fundraiser for the Steven Walter Children’s Cancer 
Foundation (SWCCF). This year they raised over 
$200,000 for research into a cure for childhood cancer. 

Participants could leave from anywhere, whenever 
they liked, and take whatever route they chose around 
checkpoints in Adaminaby, Dalgety, Berridale, Jindabyne, 
Cooma, Bombala, Charlotte Pass and Thredbo.

Participating families and Steven Walter Children’s Cancer Foundation volunteers at Snowy Hydro Discovery Centre, Cooma. (Photo: J Brookes)

Virginia Logan shows the kids some native animals. (Photo: J Brookes)Children’s activities held at Thredbo Village. (Photo: V Logan/OEH)
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The Snowy Ride 2017

Thredbo played host to an activity packed weekend. 
Several families whose children are currently or 
recently undergoing treatment for cancer at the Sydney 
Children’s Hospital participated in the event. They 
didn’t all ride motorcycles but they got to do a lot of 
fun things. It was a rewarding and uplifting weekend 
for everyone involved. The following are extracts 
from thank you emails to Brian Coyte the Regional 
Coordinator, Snowy Ride & SWCCF; 

‘What a weekend. An absolutely massive thank you 
to you all. And a special thank you to Sue Walter - the 
bravest and most inspirational Mum I have ever met. 

There are so many highlights of the Snowy Ride but 
here are a few:
• riding in a side car with Ruby giggling all the way, 
• waving my husband Ed and four kids off into the 

sky in a Navy helicopter 
• going up in a chairlift to throw snowballs, make a 

snowman and slide on our bottoms 
• watching Ruby go up and down the bobsled seven 

times 
• seeing Tommy, aged 8, take off on the bobsled with 

Gabrielle from Snowy Hydro, 
• watching my boys and Ruby cuddle a wombat and 

kiss lizards and snakes 
• finally seeing Ruby on stage with the other children 

who have faced cancer - the bravest bunch and the 
real tangible aspect of the importance of funding 
for cancer research. 

Thank you. 

This won’t be our last Snowy Ride. We look forward to 
returning as volunteers in the near future.

From the bottom of my heart. Thank you.’

Steph, Ed, Max, Will, Tommy and Ruby Atkinson

‘On behalf of all the children & their families, Linda, 
Sarah, Emma and myself please keep up the great 
work, accept this very heartfelt and sincere thanks 
to yourself, the foundation and everyone involved in 
the snowy hydro family program and the snowy ride 
weekend - we all remain forever grateful and it will 
never truly be forgotten.’

Jon Brookes

‘Being afforded the opportunity to fly some of the kids 
and their families around is one of my career highlights 
as an aviator. Each and every one of the Navy crew 
members is honoured to meet strong people like you and 
we wish you happiness and good health into the future.’

Michael Regan
Lieutenant, Royal Australian Navy (RAN) Pilot 

Emma Brookes holding a LAOKO baby wombat. (Photo: J Brookes)

RAN team with Jon, Sarah, Emma and Linda Brookes. (Photo: J Brookes)Sarah Brookes, Ruby Atkinson and Steph Atkinson. (Photo: J Brookes)
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Mountain pygmy-possum

Possum magic!
Survey results from over 30 years of research have 
shown the endangered mountain pygmy-possums 
(MPP) are once again flourishing in the Snowy 
Mountains.

The mountain pygmy-possum monitoring program, 
led by Dr Linda Broome is now in its 31st year. Every 
November, a dedicated group of volunteers and local 
National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) staff 
spend about ten days trapping, tagging, recording and 
releasing mountain pygmy-possums at five long-term 
population monitoring sites in Kosciuszko National Park. 
Two of the sites are located inside the Perisher and 
Charlotte Pass Village (CPV) ski resorts. The other three 
sites are along the Summit Road, Whites River Road 
and Paralyser (between Perisher and Charlotte Pass). 

In 2017 a total of 190 animals were recorded across the 
five sites over 1860 trap nights (i.e. the number of traps 
set multiplied by the number of nights of the trapping 
program). The Charlotte Pass, Summit Road and 
Paralyser sites all recorded numbers consistent with 
long term averages. The Whites River site recorded 
above average numbers.

The very exciting news is that the Mt Blue Cow 
population recorded 63 individual MPPs this year, the 

highest number ever recorded at this site since the 
monitoring program began. This increase is likely to 
be the result of a return to average rainfall following 
the millennium drought, regeneration of sub-alpine 
heath following the 2003 fires, construction of wildlife 
crossings under ski slopes and tracks, predator control 
and an exclusion zone to protect an important winter 
hibernation site. 

Since 2010, an intensive predator control program 
has significantly reduced additional threats to the 
populations. 120 cats and 81 foxes have been 
controlled in and around MPP habitat areas. In recent 
years this program has been bolstered by the NSW 
Saving our Species program and Federal funding. 

Congratulations and thank you to the resorts, Perisher 
and CPV for their continued consideration, operational 
support and assistance with predator control programs. 
Perisher’s commitment to cordon off overwintering 
areas at Blue Cow and construct new wildlife crossings 
has been an important contribution to the long-term 
protection of the species. Charlotte Pass staff and 
management provide access to their workshop to wash 
thousands of Elliott traps throughout the monitoring 
program.

And a huge thank you to the volunteers that have made 
the monitoring program the success story that it is.

Mountain pygmy–possum. (Photo: L Broome/OEH)
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Thank you to the mountain pygmy-possum volunteers

The volunteers with Dr Linda Broome in front of Pygmy Possum Lodge, Charlotte Pass, November 2016. (Photo: S Cohen/OEH)

Drying and re-assembling the Elliott Traps. (Photo: V Logan/OEH) Cake to celebrate 30 years of MPP volunteers. (Photo: V Logan/OEH)
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History book launch

 

Snowy Region Visitor Centre hosted the book 
launch of Thredbo; pioneers, legends, community by 
Chas Keys on 24 November 2017. Many ‘Thredbo 
legends’ turned out in support. The book is part of 
Thredbo’s 60th anniversary commemoration and 
celebration. It is full of wonderful photographs and 
examines the people and community groups that 
have built Thredbo over the past six decades. 

The book can be purchased across the Snowy 
Mountains region at:
• visitor centres managed by NPWS, Snowy 

Monaro Shire Council and Snowy Hydro
• bookshops and newsagencies
• Thredbo Alpine Museum.
For more information visit the Thredbo Historical 
Society website www.thredboskimuseum.com

Cees Koeman, Frank Prihoda, Chas Keys (Author) and Tommy Tomasi at the book launch of Thredbo: Pioneers, Legends, Community. 
(Photo: T Scanlon/OEH)

http://www.thredboskimuseum.com
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Hut restoration in Kosciuszko National Park

Tin Hut, Kosciuszko National Park. (Photo: OEH)

Tin Hut restored
Tin Hut (also known as Tin Hut 2) received a new 
frame in time to mark its 91st birthday and the 90th 
anniversary of the first winter crossing of the Snowy 
Mountains.

Tin Hut is located in the Kerries, to the South of 
Jagungal in Kosciuszko National Park. It was built in 
1926 by Con Bolton for the NSW Tourist Bureau, Dr 

Schlink and the Ski Club of Australia, with the specific 
aim of supporting the first Kiandra to Kosciuszko ski 
crossing. Another hut had existed on the site.

It seems fitting that Pat Edmondson, a long standing 
volunteer with the Kosciuszko Huts Association (KHA) 
was there to lend a hand in its restoration. Pat turned 
90 this year.

Volunteer Pat Edmonson (aged 90 years) works to restore the Hut. (Photo: OEH)
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Weed watch
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The Hawkweed Eradication Team (left to right): Miles, Andrew, Alex, Anna, Harry, Todd, Jake, Peter, Ben and Matt. All staff are dedicated to 
detecting and destroying hawkweed over the 2017-18 summer period. (Photo: J Caldwell/OEH)

Weeding out threats

Hawkweed Eradication Program

Hawkweeds are invasive daisies currently threatening 
Kosciuszko National Park and the surrounding region. 
The NPWS Hawkweed Eradication Program is led from 
the Hawkweed Control Centre based at Khancoban 
NSW. This program has been running since 2003, 
it provides surveillance and treatment to orange 
hawkweed (Jagungal Wilderness Area) and mouse-ear 
hawkweed (Strzelecki Creek and Mount Twynam) in 
Kosciuszko National Park.

This team will be joined by volunteers, NSW 
Department of Primary Industry, Local Land Services 
(South East and Murray), Local Government (Snowy 
Monaro and Snowy Valley regional councils) and 
numerous others in the hunt for hawkweed this 
summer.

The program has a dedicated team of staff and 
volunteers determined to find every last plant!  
If you see any hawkweed or what might be hawkweed  
in the alpine resort area please contact: 
Tim Scanlon on 02 6450 5616 or email  
tim.scanlon@environment.nsw.gov.au

More information: 
Orange Hawkweed

Mouse Ear Hawkweed

Above and below: Mouse-ear hawkweed has a single stem with 
a bright lemon yellow flower head (no larger than a 20 cent piece) 
similar to the common dandelion, however it has distinctive crimson 
to rich red stripes on the outer petals. (Photos: J Caldwell/OEH)

mailto:tim.scanlon@environment.nsw.gov.au 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/pestsweeds/OrangeHawkweed.htm 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/pestsweeds/MouseEarHawkweed.htm
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Have you seen?

Orange slimy water?
Recent works above the Smiggins carpark have 
resulted in a large plume of orange slime appearing 
in the drainage line below a stormwater pipe. The 
intense orange colour and slimy look of the discharge 
begs the question “What is it and is it harmful?

These are Iron Bacteria or bacteria that ‘feed’ on 
iron. They are naturally occurring around the world 
and usually pose no threat to human health. Visitors 
to Charlotte Pass Village may already be familiar 
with them as they regularly appear each summer in 
drainage lines behind the Chalet. We also reported 
their appearance in Thredbo, in Resort Round–up 
Issue No 36 (Spring 2013). 

When groundwater flows through iron-bearing soil, 
rock, pipes, grates and in some instances buried 
infrastructure it picks up iron along the way. In the 
presence of the bacteria the dissolved iron reacts 
with the oxygen from the air forming rust coloured 
iron oxides. These do not dissolve in water and either 
settle to the bottom or are stored in the slimy jelly 
like material that surrounds the iron bacteria’s cells.

L’Etape Australia 2017
L’Étape Australia by le Tour de France is a unique 
amateur road cycle event. It was held for the second 
time on Saturday, 2 December 2017 in the Snowy 
Mountains. The race (157 kilometres) and the ride 
(126 kilometres) are on fully closed roads and run 
under professional Tour de France Race conditions. 

The route includes a 350 metre Sprint section and 
two challenging King of the Mountain sections, giving 
amateur riders a ‘Tour de France’ experience. Due 
to wet weather conditions the L’Etape organisers 
shortened the 2017 race course to 103 kilometres, 
avoid areas subject to flooding and minimising 
the danger to riders. Despite the rain, local towns 
decorated roadsides and came out to support the 
nearly 3,500 riders who entered the event. 

Iron Bacteria water in Smiggin Holes.  
(Photo: V Logan/OEH)

Local towns supported the event and riders by decorating local 
landmarks in jersey colours. (Photo: H Smith/OEH)

L’Etape 2017 riders endured wet conditions. (Photo: C Zijlstra)
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Thredbo Valley Track – a shared trail for bushwalkers and cyclists

One of the many bridges over the Thredbo River along the Thredbo Valley Track. (Photo: OEH)

Tourism Award commendation for 
Thredbo Valley Track

Cyclists on the Thredbo Valley Track. (Photo: OEH) Bushwalkers enjoying the Thredbo Valley Track. (Photo: OEH)

National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) has been 
commended for the remarkable Thredbo Valley Track 
(TVT) at the ACT Region Tourism Awards, held in 
Canberra on 17 November 2017.

NPWS invested six million dollars to construct the 
world-class 17 kilometre Thredbo Valley Track in the 
heart of Kosciuszko National Park, a mecca for summer 
mountain bike riding and bushwalking. The second 
stage of the track is currently under construction. When 
completed it will extend an additional 18 kilometres 
along a fairly remote part of the Thredbo River. 

NPWS is also working closely with the Snowy Monaro 
Regional Council to link the track to off park trails. 
Eventually creating an uninterrupted 50 kilometre trail 
between Thredbo Village and Jindabyne.
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Mountain bike conduct in Kosciuszko National Park

 Mountain bike conduct 
Kosciuszko National Park 

 

 

The mountain landscapes of Kosciuszko National Park attract 
more than one million visitors each year. Some are interested 
in the natural environment, others seek physical challenges 
and exhilaration, and some want a peaceful setting where 
they can relax, reflect and rejuvenate.  

Most visitors appreciate the clear air, space and pristine 
natural beauty of the Park. It’s important that everyone in our 
park respects other visitors and the environment.  

Good mountain bike (MTB) trail conduct allows mountain 
bikers to enjoy the sport without impacting on other visitors 
and the park’s natural features and ecological vulnerability. 

 

STOP WEED SPREAD 

Brush down your bike before travelling to a new mountain biking 
area and before leaving the area. Cleaning your bike will prevent 
the spread of weeds and soil pathogens.  

RIDE ON OPEN TRAILS ONLY 

Stick to the formal trail network and respect trail closures. Trails 
are designed and built to ensure they will last a long time and 
have minimal impact on the surrounding environment.  

LEAVE NO TRACE 

Be sensitive to the dirt beneath you. Wet and muddy trails are 
more vulnerable to damage. When the trailbed is soft, consider 
other riding options.  

  
STAY IN CONTROL 

Stay in control for your safety, the safety of other trail users and 
the protection of native animals and plants. Inattention for even a 
second can lead to accidents. 

GIVE WAY 

Ride defensively and ensure you can always yield to other trail 
users if required. On shared use trails, walkers have right of way.  

DO YOUR BIT 

Take all rubbish with you, and utilise toilets where provided. If 
there are any maintenance issues with the trail, please let 
National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) know so we can fix 
them. 

A hygiene station on the Thredbo Valley Track 

Photo credits: top image: E Sheargold, mid-left: L McLachlan,  
top right: M Schroder 
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Mountain bike conduct in Kosciuszko National Park
 

OUR ALPINE ENVIRONMENT 

Kosciuszko National Park is the largest 
national park in NSW and one of the 
largest conservation reserves in Australia. 
The park straddles the Great Dividing 
Range, known locally as the Snowy 
Mountains, and has the highest mountains 
in Australia, which is otherwise a flat and 
low continent. Kosciuszko National Park 
is part of a very limited region that is 
seasonally snow-covered. There are 
glacial landforms which house an 
exceptional diversity of alpine plant 
species, and species communities which 
provide habitats for rare and unusual 
animals. 

The alpine and sub-alpine landscapes all 
display signs of previous and current 
human occupation, use and modification. 
Aboriginal people, European explorers 
and surveyors, graziers, prospectors, 
miners, timber workers, scientists, 
construction workers, soil conservationists 
and recreationists have all left tangible 
evidence of their presence in the park.  

Since the area was first protected as a 
state park in 1944, the focus of 
Kosciuszko National Park land managers 
has moved towards conservation.  

HIGHER ELEVATION SOILS 

Soil development in all ecosystems is 
shaped by geology, climate and 
topography. Due to the variation in these 
conditions in Kosciuszko National Park, 
the soils are diverse, and there is a 
relatively large range of soil types found 
over a comparatively small area. In the 
higher elevations of Kosciuszko National 
Park, the low temperatures slow down 
typical soil formation processes like the 

chemical weathering of bedrock. Humus, 
or dead plant and animal matter, 
decomposes more slowly in the cold 
conditions, so nutrients are lower in the 
higher elevation soils. Bacteria and fungi, 
the agents that break down humus, prefer 
lower elevations where temperatures are 
higher and there are more nutrients for 
growth. The humus therefore builds up in 
higher elevation soils, making it highly 
porous, very crumbly and interspersed 
with varying sized rock floaters. 

SLOW PLANT GROWTH 

Damage to vegetation leads to soils being 
exposed and exposed soil in Kosciuszko 
National Park is highly vulnerable to 
erosion. Soil exposure is often linked to 
road or trail construction, pest animals and 
burning. 

In an environment where plant growth is 
restricted to a short season, it is extremely 
difficult to rehabilitate damaged sites. 
There are many factors which restrict plant 
growth and challenge successful 
rehabilitation. These include cold weather, 
high rainfall, persistent snow, frost, strong 
winds, steep slopes and big variations in 
temperatures.  

The recent human history of the mountain 
landscapes and Kosciuszko National 
Park is directly linked to the soils. 
Concerns about widespread soil 
degradation due to grazing practices, and 
recognition of the importance of the 
mountain soils for catchment stability and 
water yield, were key considerations in the 
establishment of Kosciusko State Park in 
1944.  

The subsequent rehabilitation of the alpine 
and subalpine soils of the park is one of 
the less well known but important human 
stories of the mountains.  

FURTHER INFORMATION 

For further information, including detailed 
maps and directions, please contact 
Kosciuszko National Park and National 
Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) as 
below:  
 
Email: 
resorts@environment.nsw.gov.au 
 
Snowy Region Visitor Centre:  
(02) 6450 5600  
 
Khancoban Visitor Centre: 
(02) 6076 9373  
 
or visit: 
Kosciuszko National Park  

The alpine environment is too harsh for trees to grow 

A mountain bike rider checks for trail closure notices 

Photo credits: top right: E Sheargold, 
bottom left: M Schroder 
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Reduce, recycle, reuse

Using waste

Bags of waste at Sawpit Creek composting site. (Photo: V Logan/OEH)

During the 2014 winter, the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service (NPWS) Perisher Team ran a very successful 
organic food waste collection trial in Smiggin Holes. 
Over the period of the trial six tonnes of food waste 
was composted with woodchip to produce a material 
for reuse on revegetation projects in Kosciuszko 
National Park (KNP). The trial developed a collection 
system with the controls and safe guards required to 
produce a quality composting product.

With the expansion of the collection program into 
Perisher Valley for the winter of 2015, a further 
65 tonnes of organic waste was collected; this 
increased to 100 tonnes in the subsequent 2016 and 
2017 winter collections.

The collected organics are being composted in an 
area of a former landfill within Kosciuszko National 
Park at the Sawpit Creek Utility Depot. The site was 
suitable because:
• it has existing drainage and leachate controls
• established ground water monitoring
• sufficient storage area
• containment fencing for pest exclusion
• close proximity to where the waste was generated.

A common assumption is that a cold environment 
such as KNP precludes the establishment of 
effective composting. The composting process is 
slowed down at cooler temperatures; however, the 
composting piles themselves are still able to generate 
sufficient heat to break-down organic material. 
Conversely, in summer, the focus changes with the 
biggest challenge being to prevent the composting 
piles from over-heating. Installed aeration pumps at 
the back of the pile containment areas, regular testing 
and the ability to water down the piles assists in 
maintaining an optimum decomposing temperature.

The outcomes of the organic food waste collection 
program have meant that 16% of waste collected 
from Perisher Range Resort (PRR) and Charlotte 

Pass Village is now being composted and reused 
rather than being buried in landfill. Combined with 
the other recycling streams approximately 43% of 
the entire winter collection is now being re-purposed 
instead of going to landfill. This is still short of the 
PRR 50% Environmental Management System (EMS) 
target but it is moving in the right direction.

The enthusiasm of the NPWS Perisher Team and 
the consistent support of the PRR accommodation 
providers has been driving the success of the 
program. The future potential of the composting 
project is also very exciting including more resort 
collection areas and the possible incorporation of 
biosolids from resort and KNP pump-out toilets. 

For the last seven years the biosolids from resort 
sewage treatment plants have been used in a land 
rehabilitation project near Berridale. Under the 
guidance of the Environment Protection Authority, 
the biosolids are directly ploughed into the soil as a 
fertiliser for stock fodder crops.

Rick Kirkwood measuring the compost temperature.  
(Photo: V Logan/OEH)

Biosolids application at Berridale. (Photo: V Logan/OEH)
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Litter reduction campaign

Did you know that 
cigarette butts are 
made from cellulose 
acetate, a form of 
plastic, and not from 
cotton, wool or paper?

Did you know that 
it is safe to put an 
extinguished cigarette 
butt in a rubbish bin?

Source: Clean Up Australia and various other sources. For more information contact the NSW Environment Protection Authority.

 DIRTY FACTS  
 ON CIGARETTE  
 BUTTS 

epa.nsw.gov.au/heytosser
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Kosciuszko National Park

Why Pink?
You may have noticed a growing number of pink tree 
guards protecting the thousands of trees, shrubs and 
alpine grasses helping reintroduce native vegetation 
to disturbed areas. Ever wondered why the tree 
guards are pink?

The reason we see colour is due to the ability of an 
object to absorb or reflect light. We see the reflected 
colours. The colour pink reflects the red fraction of 
light. This same fraction is absorbed by green leaves 
to drive photosynthesis. The theory is that the pink 
tree guards will concentrate this energy to enhance 
plant growth.

Some of the guards have faded in the intense alpine 
sun and are now white. This means they no longer 
have the ability to absorb any light – so it is all 
reflected.

New Lease for

Following the conclusion of the NSW Government’s 
Management Review and Market Engagement process 
the Charlotte Pass Village Pty Ltd (CPV) has been 
successful in obtaining a new long-term head lease for 
Charlotte Pass resort. The new lease will be for a term of 
40 years and six months and take effect from 1 May 2018.

The current head lease has been extended by six 
months, to enable a survey to be conducted. CPV and 
the NSW Government have also agreed to extend the 
current sub-leases by a period of six months, to enable 
CPV to offer a new sub-lease to all existing sub-lessees. 

Kevin Blyton, Chairman of the Blyton Group said ‘I’m 
very pleased that the long-term future of Charlotte 
Pass has been secured. Charlotte Pass is an incredibly 
unique part of the Australian Snow Industry and my 
group has made a significant commitment to further 
develop and grow Charlotte Pass into the future.’

Pink Tree guards in use along Spencers Creek.  
(Photo: V Logan/OEH)

Revegetation works in front of ‘Our Lady of the Snow’ Catholic 
Church, Perisher Ambulance Station & Perisher Fire Station.  
(Photo: V Logan/OEH)

Charlotte Pass Village, Winter 2017. (Photo: H Smith/OEH)
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Threatened species

Corroboree frogs – why the colour?
Most animals with vibrant contrasting colours and 
patterns are either:
• telling their potential predators that they are 

poisonous or dangerous
• bluffing to make them think they are dangerous
• trying to attract the attention of a mate
• attempting to blend in with their surroundings
• making it difficult for certain predators to focus on them. 

So, what reasoning explains the yellow and black 
brilliance of the southern and northern corroboree frogs 
that occur in Kosciuszko National Park?

Since there is no colour difference in male and female 
frogs, then colour is unlikely to be used in mating. But 
there may be some credence to support a notion of 
camouflage. This idea might sound ludicrous when 
looking at the many colourful close-up photographs 
of the frogs; however, these small animals do blend 
in well with the ground cover when moving between 
sphagnum breeding areas to adjacent woodlands 
to hibernate. See how many animals you can count 
amongst the sphagnum moss in the live frog displays 
at the Snowy Region Visitor Centre in Jindabyne or at 
the Tumut Region Visitor Centre – you’ll be surprised!

As for being poisonous, both species do contain 
poisonous alkaloids. In fact corroboree frogs are able to 

produce their own poisonous alkaloids which contrasts 
with other poisonous frogs that obtain alkaloids through 
their diet. The toxin is potentially lethal to mammals 
and may assist the species against skin infections 
by microbes, although it does not protect against the 
Chytrid fungus which is the main cause for the decline of 
this and other species of frog worldwide.

The underbelly of a southern corroboree frog. (Photo: D Hunter/OEH)

Southern corroboree frog. (Photo: D Hunter/OEH)
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Celebration

Yarrangobilly Caves held an event on Sunday 8 
October 2017 to celebrate 50 years of NSW National 
Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS). The proceedings 
included a ‘Welcome to Country’ from local elder 
Marg Berg, a smoking ceremony and an opening 
address from Mick Pettitt (NPWS Southern Director). 
Free Park entry was provided and visitors were 
invited to participate in fun activities throughout the 
day; this included cave and eco tours, historic walks 
and talks, displays, Park Air helicopter, Aboriginal 
cultural demonstrations and live music. 

Cake cutting (Left to right) Rodney Penrith, Jack Bulger, Shane 
Herrington, Mayor James Hayes, Mayor John Rooney, Mick Pettitt, 
Marg Berg, Todd Hibbens and Talea Bulger. (Photo: M Lees/OEH)

Park Air Pilot Peter Alexander (Photo: M Lees/OEH)

Dave Woods (right) handing over to Tim Scanlon (left) the new 
NPWS Environmental Liaison Officer. (Photo: V Logan/OEH)

The boy from Bellingen

After nearly 30 years with National Parks and Wildlife 
Service (NPWS), Dave Woods (Woodsie) has hung 
up his uniform. He hasn’t retired – just decided it 
was time for a change. He will continue to work 
on environmental projects as a consultant, while 
spending more time at home with his young family. 
We wish him well in his endeavours and thank him 
for his work, especially the last 18 years as the 
Resorts Environmental Liaison Officer. Woodsie’s 
boots may be hard to fill but we think we have found 
the perfect fit. 

Tim Scanlon, the boy from Bellingen, has over 25 
years of experience working in a range of positions 
such as: NPWS Pest Management (covering 
reserves in North Coast Branch from sub-alpine 
to off-shore islands); three Local Councils; NPWS 
Ranger, NPWS Discovery Ranger and Environmental 
Consultant. As well as being a very keen Landcarer 
and dad he shares quite a few of Woodsie’s passions 
– kayaking, gardening, skiing, bushwalking and 
cricket. Rumour has it he is also an accomplished 
musician; however, unlike Woodsie, John Denver is 
not part of Tim’s repertoire. 

Dave was able to spend time with Tim over a week  
in November to introduce him to his new role, 
colleagues and stakeholders.
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Protecting biodiversity

Holly (Ilex aquifolium)  
and Russell Lupins 
(Lupinus polyphyllus)

English holly. (Photo: M Fagg/Australian National Botanic Gardens)

Yes it’s Christmas, a time when you are used to seeing 
holly around, but it’s usually plastic and indoors.

Recently National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) staff 
have found and controlled several holly plants growing 
along the Thredbo River. This is of concern firstly due to 
the potential impact that this plant can have on natural 
ecosystems, and secondly that there is an unknown 
source of the original plants in the Thredbo area.

Holly, a native of Europe, produces bright red fruits, 
toxic to humans, that are readily spread by birds. Holly 
invades moist forest areas where it can outcompete 
native species and form dense thickets.

Russell Lupins continue to be a problem in resort 
areas including the Perisher Valley area, where several 
infestations have recently been found.

Russell Lupins are easily identified by their leaves, 
divided into 8-17 leaflets arranged in a fan shape. Its 
spikes of purple pea flowers are also easily identified, 
however, they are followed by many fruit that are 
easily spread so hopefully the plants are controlled 
before then. Russell lupins can form dense thickets, 
outcompeting native species.

If you see any holly (that is not plastic) or Russell Lupins 
in the alpine resort areas please contact: 
Tim Scanlon on 02 6450 5616 or email  
tim.scanlon@environment.nsw.gov.au

Russell Lupins. (Photo: T Lenz)

Biodiversity offset 
training
Resorts, Department of Planning and local National 
Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) staff undertook 
a two-day training course on the Biodiversity Offset 
scheme (BOS). The BOS is a key element of the new 
NSW Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016. 

The training, organised by OEH was provided to assist 
resort operators and compliance agencies understand 
the new scheme and their obligations in the context of 
future development proposals in the alpine resorts. 

It is envisaged that the reforms will provide support for 
ecologically sustainable development, deliver prioritised 
and targeted investment, whilst protecting plants and 
animals, slowing down the rate of biodiversity loss and 
conserving threatened species.

Biodiversity training in Jindabyne, Nov 2017. (Photo: T Ashworth/OEH)

mailto:tim.scanlon@environment.nsw.gov.au 
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Alps invader

Oh Deer!

Back in the early 1990s it was very rare to see a deer 
along the Alpine Way or Kosciuszko Road. Even in 
the early 2000s the frequency of deer along these 
roads was low and in and around the resorts they 
were rarely sighted. Unfortunately, the likelihood of 
seeing deer in this area of the park (and even on the 
Main Range) has increased dramatically. The two 
species known to be in the area include Fallow Deer 
and Samba Deer, although Red Deer are also known 
to occur within the park.

Environmental impacts of deer include browsing of 
native trees and shrubs, browsing of revegetation 
work, ring-barking of trees during the rutting season 
and disturbed soils from wallowing. These impacts 
have been listed as a Key Threatening Process (KTP) 
under the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016.

Other impacts are substantial, including the potential 
for collisions with motorists. There have also been 
collisions with cyclists on the Thredbo Valley Track 
and the Alpine Way.

Recent legislative changes through the Game 
and Feral Animal Control (Suspension of Game 
Hunting Licence Conditions) Order (No.2) 2017 give 
landholders more options for control in eight Local 

Government Areas (LGAs) with large populations 
of wild deer including Snowy Monaro and Snowy 
Valleys.

As part of the NSW Government’s Saving our Species 
(SoS) conservation program a NSW KTP Deer strategy 
has recently been prepared. Demonstration sites are 
being established in multiple locations to control deer 
using a range of techniques. One demonstration site 
in the Byadbo Wilderness, Southern KNP is helping 
to protect the threatened species Pale pomaderris 
(Pomaderris pallida).

Deer on Kosciuszko Road, near Sponars Chalet in the NSW Alpine Resorts. (Photo: L Morrell/OEH)

Pale pomaderris (Pomaderris pallida). (Photo: K Thomas)
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Perisher Range Resort

Perisher clean-up

Staff cleaning up around Perisher Valley. (Photo: T Scanlon)

The 2017 ‘Hey Tosser!’ and ‘Leave nothing but 
tracks’ anti-litter campaigns, by OEH and Perisher 
Blue Pty Ltd didn’t appear to have much of an 
impact – litter continued to be a significant issue. 

Staff at Perisher picked up litter everyday 
throughout winter; however, to tackle the post 
season build-up Perisher and National Parks and 
Wildlife Service (NPWS) organised a joint annual 
clean-up day. This year it turned into two half 
days. An initial one in October when 100 staff 
collected 150 kilograms of garbage (2.5 skip 
bins) over two hours. Then recently in December 
approximately 80 Perisher staff and 20 NPWS staff 
scoured the resort for four hours and collected:
• 600kg of waste to landfill
• 70kg scrap steel 
• 60kg glass/plastics recycling
• 5kg cardboard/paper.

The annual event was capped off with a barbecue 
lunch to thank staff. The reward of a good feed is 
always a strong motivator as is the possibility of 
finding money – with at least one staff member 
finding a $50 note. 

Litter in the Perisher Creek trash nets. (Photo: V Logan/OEH)

What!?! More dieback?
Multiple sightings of new dieback in snow gums 
(Eucalyptus pauciflora) have been reported around the 
resorts; particularly in the 1600 to 1800 metres elevation. 

The term ‘dieback’ is a general term used to describe 
the gradual decline in tree health often leading to death. 
It can occur in a large variety of trees with a multitude 
of causes. Many visitors to the resorts would have 
witnessed the ‘Monaro dieback’ in Eucalyptus viminalis 
when travelling from Cooma to Jindabyne. This dieback 
is caused by Eucalytpus weevil (Gonipterus sp.). 

The dieback that we are now seeing in the snow gums 
in Kosciuszko, unlike the devastating Monaro dieback 
appears to be caused by the native longhorn beetle 
(Phoracantha sp.). The beetle lays eggs under loose bark 
and the larvae, called roundheaded borers, hatch and 
feed; restricting movement of water and food around the 
tree and eventually ringbarking it. 

The big question is why is this happening? Eucalypts 
are much more prone to Longhorn beetle attack when 
stressed; particularly through drought, hot weather and 
hence climate change. Snow gums growing in these 
areas were impacted by severe drought and fire last 
decade, and these trees have invested significant energy 
into new growth in subsequent years making them even 
more susceptible. Further information is required to know 
whether this is a temporary small-scale issue or the start 
of something more significant.

Longhorn beetle dieback on snow gum. (Photo: T Scanlon/OEH)
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