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FOREWORD 

 
 
Limeburners Creek Nature Reserve was the first nature reserve declared on the north 
coast of New South Wales.  It is located on the mid north coast of NSW between the 
town of Port Macquarie and the village of Crescent Head and covers an area of 9,123 
hectares. 
 
Much of the area which is now Limeburners Creek Nature Reserve was recommended 
for protection due to its high scientific value.  Most of the nature reserve is an 
extensive wetland, with some 70% of the total area of the reserve identified under the 
State Environmental Planning Policy No. 14 as coastal wetlands.  It also contains a 
range of other vegetation communities and a number of threatened animals, as well 
as important Aboriginal sites.  Under this plan of management the natural and cultural 
values of the nature reserve will be protected. 
 
Limeburners Creek is an unusual nature reserve in that it has a high level of 
recreational use.  This use, which is concentrated along the coast, predated the 
establishment of the nature reserve.  The reserve will be managed to conserve its 
natural and cultural heritage whilst remaining a venue for appropriate recreational 
pursuits.  Recreational use will continue to be concentrated along the coast of the 
reserve and increased information will be provided on the Aboriginal and European 
history of the area, its vegetation and wildlife, and the importance of the reserve as 
part of a system of conservation reserves on the north coast of New South Wales. 
 
This plan of management establishes the scheme of operations for Limeburners 
Creek Nature Reserve.  In accordance with the provisions of Section 76 of the 
National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974, this plan of management is herby adopted. 
 
 
 
 
 

         Pam Allan, MP 

 

         Minister for the 

         Environment 

 

            6 May 1998 
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1.  INTRODUCTION 

 
 
The National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974, requires that a plan of management be 
prepared for each national park.  A plan of management is a legal document that 
outlines how an area will be managed in the years ahead. 
 
The procedures for the adoption of a plan of management are specified in the Act 
and involve five stages: 
 
* The Director-General gives notice that a plan of management has been 

prepared. 
 
* The plan is placed on public exhibition for at least one month and any person 

may comment on it. 
 
* The plan and copies of all representations are referred to the National Parks 

and Wildlife Advisory Council for its consideration and advice. 
 
* The Director-General submits the plan, together with the recommendations of 

the Advisory Council, to the Minister. 
 
* The Minister may adopt the plan without alteration or with such alterations as 

may be deemed necessary, or may refer the plan back to the Director-
General and Council for further consideration. 

 
A plan of management for Limeburners Creek Nature Reserve was placed on public 
exhibition from the 20th March to 13th June 1997.  The exhibition of the new plan 
attracted 188 submissions which raised a total of 12 issues.  All comments received 
were referred to the National Parks and Wildlife Advisory Council for its 
consideration and advice.  The comments and suggestions of the Advisory Council 
were in turn considered by the Minister before adopting this plan of management for 
Limeburners Creek Nature Reserve. 
 
In 2010, Limeburners Creek Nature Reserve was re-categorised as a national park, 
and under the legislation this plan continued to apply to the national park. No 
operations may be undertaken within Limeburners Creek National Park except in 
accordance with this plan. 
 
Additional information on Limeburners Creek National Park and on this plan of 
management may be obtained from the National Parks and Wildlife Service’s Port 
Macquarie District Office at 152 Horton Street, Port Macquarie, or by phone on (02) 
6584 2203. 
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2.  MANAGEMENT CONTEXT 

 

2.1 NATIONAL PARKS IN NEW SOUTH WALES 
 
The national park concept was introduced into Australia through the establishment 
of Royal National Park in 1879.  
 
National parks are reserved under the NPW Act to protect and conserve areas 
containing outstanding or representative ecosystems, natural or cultural features or 
landscapes or phenomena that provide opportunities for public appreciation, 
inspiration and sustainable visitor or tourist use and enjoyment. The primary purpose 
of national parks is to conserve nature and cultural heritage. Opportunities are 
provided for appropriate visitor use in a manner that does not damage conservation 
values. 
 
 

2.2 LIMEBURNERS CREEK NATIONAL PARK 
 

2.2.1 Location and Dedication 
 
Limeburners Creek National Park covers 9,123 hectares of coastal land between the 
town of Port Macquarie and the village of Crescent Head on the mid north coast of 
New South Wales.  It incorporates the coastal strip around the Big Hill and Point 
Plomer headlands, the hinterland country surrounding Saltwater Lake, and sections 
of the heath woodland sand plains west to the Maria River Road.  The park also 
includes Saltwater Lake itself, part of the bed of Limeburners Creek, a number of 
islands within the creek, and part of Barries Beach and North Shore Beach 
extending down to the mean low water mark (see Map 1, end page). 
 
Excluded from the national park is a Crown Lease in Perpetuity at Point Plomer 
which is the site of a number of houses and cabins, two Permissive Occupancies at 
Point Plomer, two undedicated roads, and the Maria River Road. 
 
Access to the park is via Kempsey and then Crescent Head 12 km to the north of 
the park.  The road from Crescent Head is unsealed and at times may be unsuitable 
for two wheel drive vehicles.  Access may also be obtained along an old mining 
access track via Port Macquarie and Settlement Point 5 km to the south.  This is not 
a dedicated road and is often in a poor condition.  The western side of the park can 
be inspected from the Maria River Road which links Port Macquarie with Crescent 
Head. 
 
The section of the park north of Point Plomer is within the area of Kempsey Shire 
Council while that to the south is within Hastings Municipality. 
 
The Limeburners Creek area was recommended for conservation by the Report of 
the Committee of Enquiry on Differences between Interests of Parks and 
Conservation Authorities, Scientific Bodies and Mining Companies (the Sim Report) 
in 1968.  This report recommended the establishment of two scientific areas: one 
encompassing Saltwater Lake, which was identified as “an excellent example of 
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various biological sequences in a relatively undisturbed state and is, therefore, of 
great scientific value”; and the other covering the estuarine communities and islands 
at the southern end of Limeburners Creek “which are refuges for sea birds and 
waterfowl” (NSW Parliament, 1968). 
 
In 1971 Limeburners Creek Nature Reserve was dedicated over an area of 6,879 
hectares.  It was the first nature reserve established on the north coast of New 
South Wales.  Since dedication the Service has recognised the need to extend and 
rationalise the existing boundaries to cater for conservation, recreation and 
landscape preservation needs as well as management requirements. 
 
An area of 8360 ha within Limeburners Creek National Park has been declared 
wilderness under the Wilderness Act 1987. Wilderness areas are large natural areas 
of land that, together with their native plant and animal communities, are essentially 
unchanged by human activity. Wilderness areas provide opportunities for solitude 
and appropriate self-reliant recreation, however, protection of natural values has 
priority over providing for recreational use. 
 
A number of areas adjacent to Limeburners Creek National Park have been 
identified by the Service for acquisition and zoned as 8(b) “Open Space (Future 
Nature Reserve)” under the relevant Council Local Environmental Plans.  These 
areas include the leases at Point Plomer, the land between Limeburners Creek and 
North Shore Beach, and land to the north-west of the current park.  When added to 
the park, these areas will be managed consistent with the objectives and policies 
outlined in this plan of management. 
 
 

2.2.2 Significance of Limeburners Creek National Park 
 
Limeburners Creek National Park is one of a number of moderately sized or small 
national parks and nature reserves on the mid north coast of NSW.  Other regional 
conservation areas include Hat Head National Park (6,446 ha) north of Crescent 
Head, Sea Acres National Park (76 ha) within the township of Port Macquarie, Lake 
Innes Nature Reserve (3,509 ha) immediately south of Port Macquarie, Kattang 
Nature Reserve (58 ha) east of Laurieton, and Crowdy Bay National Park (8,005 ha) 
north-east of Taree.  These six areas protect a range of erosional and depositional 
landforms and related biological features which demonstrate the evolution of the 
coastline between the Manning and the Macleay Rivers.  
 
Limeburners Creek was identified in the Sim Report as being distinctive from other 
areas on the North Coast of New South Wales in that its complex environments of 
hinterland sandhills and ridges are drained by Limeburners Creek, which is subject 
to tidal influence and in turn affects the salinity and water levels in Saltwater Lake.  
This system and other features result in an unusual mixture of vegetation 
communities and vegetational successions, including one endangered plant species 
and a number of species which are at the northern and southern limits of their range. 
 
Much of the park has also been identified as wetlands worthy of protection under 
State Environmental Planning Policy (SEPP) 14. 
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A variety of native animals have been recorded in the park, including threatened 
species such as the tiger quoll, koala, squirrel glider, ground parrot, osprey, little tern 
and the little bent-wing bat.  The park also contains two rare butterflies. 
 
Limeburners Creek contains extensive evidence of Aboriginal and early European 
use of the area.  There is a particularly high concentration of Aboriginal sites in the 
national park, and adjoining the park is what may have originally been an Aboriginal 
fish trap.  There is also evidence of a range of European uses, including the 
gathering of shells which were burnt to produce lime for the penal settlement at Port 
Macquarie and which resulted in the area being named Limeburners Creek. 
 
Limeburners Creek Nature Reserve was an unusual nature reserve in that it had a 
long history of recreational use. The nature reserve was proclaimed over an area 
that had been used for camping, fishing, four-wheel driving, swimming and surfing 
by both locals and visitors for many years. To cater for this use, the local council had 
provided a camping area at Point Plomer and holiday cabins were constructed by 
the lessee of the adjoining Crown lease. The Service allowed recreational use to 
continue in the coastal section of the nature reserve, and provided an additional 
camping area on the northern boundary of the reserve and a cultural camp at Back 
Beach. In 2010, the NSW Parliament agreed to the re-categorisation of Limeburners 
Creek Nature Reserve as a national park, to better reflect the high recreational use 
of the reserve. 
 
The range of vegetation, variety of wildlife, unusual geological features and high 
concentration of Aboriginal sites means that Limeburners Creek National Park 
provides important environmental education and research opportunities. 
 
The significance of Limeburners Creek National Park can be summarised as: 
 

Natural Heritage Value: 
 
* Limeburners Creek National Park is one of a group of national parks and 

nature reserves which protect important natural heritage features of the mid 
north coast of NSW. 

 
* It contains a wide range of landforms which are evidence of past and present 

coastal processes. 
 
* It contains areas identified as important for conservation in the Sim Report 

and under SEPP 14 - Wetlands. 
 
* It supports a diverse range of wildlife communities including threatened 

species and birds protected under international agreements. 
 
* It contains a wide range of coastal vegetation communities including wet and 

dry heathland, littoral rainforest, eucalypt forest and woodland, as well as 
fresh water and estuarine wetlands. 
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Cultural Heritage Value: 
 
* The park contains a particularly high concentration of Aboriginal relics, 

including burial sites, shell middens, campsites and stone quarries. 
 
* It also contains part of what may be an Aboriginal fish trap, one of only three 

known on the north coast of New South Wales. 
 
* It contains evidence of European exploitation of the area from the lime 

burning of penal times through to recent sand mining. 
 

Recreation Value:   
 
* The park provides opportunities for a limited range of outdoor recreation, 

including camping, fishing, swimming, surfing, canoeing, cycling and walking. 
 

Educational and Scientific Value:  
 
* Limeburners Creek National Park provides opportunities for scientific study of 

coastal processes, wetland systems and vegetation succession. 
 
* It provides outstanding opportunities for environmental education and field 

studies, particularly in relation to geomorphology, vegetation, bird life and 
past Aboriginal culture. 
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3.  OBJECTIVES OF MANAGEMENT 

 

3.1 MANAGEMENT PRINCIPLES 
 
Under the NPW Act (section 30E), national parks are managed to: 
 
* conserve biodiversity, maintain ecosystem functions, protect geological and 

geomorphological features and natural phenomena and maintain natural 
landscapes; 

 
* conserve places, objects, features and landscapes of cultural value; 
 
* protect the ecological integrity of one or more ecosystems for present and 

future generations; 
 
* promote public appreciation and understanding of the park's natural and 

cultural values; 
 
* provide for sustainable visitor or tourist use and enjoyment that is compatible 

with conservation of natural and cultural values; 
 
* provide for sustainable use (including adaptive reuse) of any buildings or 

structures or modified natural areas having regard to conservation of natural 
and cultural values; and 

 
* provide for appropriate research and monitoring. 
 
Under the Wilderness Act (Section 9) wilderness areas are managed to: 
 
* restore (if applicable) and to protect the unmodified state of the area and its 

plant and animal communities; 
 
* preserve the capacity of the area to evolve in the absence of significant 

human interference; and 
 
* permit opportunities for solitude and appropriate self-reliant (whether of a 

commercial nature or not) recreation. 
 
Management of natural and cultural heritage, introduced species and fire is carried 
out in wilderness areas as in other parts of the planning area, but with special 
attention to minimising impacts on wilderness values. 
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3.2 SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES FOR LIMEBURNERS CREEK NATIONAL PARK 
 
Consistent with these general objectives, the following specific objectives relate to 
the management of Limeburners Creek National Park: 
 
* protection of the high natural values of Saltwater Lake and other areas within 

Limeburners Creek National Park identified in the Sim Report and in  
 State Environmental Planning Policy 14; 
 
* restoration of areas disturbed by sand mining and other recent activities; 
 
* reduction in the overall frequency of fire so as to provide for the rehabilitation 

of native vegetation communities which have become degraded from the too 
frequent occurrence of arson-lit wildfire during recent decades; 

 
* the provision of opportunities for Aboriginal communities to be involved in the 

protection and management of Aboriginal sites within the park; and 
 
* promotion of public awareness and appreciation of Limeburners Creek 

National Park, with emphasis on the importance of the national park in the 
regional pattern of conservation areas on the north coast of NSW, and the 
need for appropriate use of the park which will not damage the environment. 
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4.  POLICIES AND FRAMEWORK FOR MANAGEMENT 

 
This chapter contains the policies and framework for the management of 
Limeburners Creek National Park, together with relevant background information.  
Policies are summarised under the following section headings: 
 
 4.1 Natural Heritage; 
 4.2 Cultural Heritage; and 
 4.3 Use of the Area. 
 
The policies established in this plan of management will provide the framework for 
management consistent with anticipated resources available to the Service and with 
anticipated community trends for the next five to ten years. 
 
The activities identified in the plan implementation table at the end of this plan of 
management are those immediate proposals which are to be undertaken in the next 
five years.  Other management actions may be developed over the life span of this 
plan consistent with the policies set out in the plan. 
 
Where not specifically provided for in this plan of management, the management of 
Limeburners Creek National Park will be in accordance with the National Parks and 
Wildlife Act and in line with general Service policies. 
 

4.1 NATURAL HERITAGE 
 

4.1.1 Landforms, Geology, Soils and Hydrology 
 
Most of Limeburners Creek National Park consists of low-lying swampy land which is 
less than 10 metres above sea level.  Eight wetlands have been identified within the 
park under State Environmental Planning Policy 14 - Wetlands.  The headlands of 
Big Hill, Point Plomer and Queens Head, and the coastal dune systems provide the 
main relief, although there are a few isolated hills (up to 40 metres high) inland from 
the coast.  
 
The park is drained by Limeburners Creek, which is subject to tidal influences from 
the Hastings River.  The tides determine the water levels in Saltwater Lake and the 
surrounding wetlands.  The Limeburners Creek-Saltwater Lake system is normally 
saline but becomes fresh for long periods following heavy rains. 
 
The northern boundary of the park is a flood mitigation channel which drains the 
wetlands to the north of the park.  The irrigation channel itself is not within the park 
but is private property. 
 
The headlands of the national park are remnants of the Devonian Touchwood 
Formation.  They are composed of partly metamorphosed greywacke with argillite 
and cherty bands probably deposited in shallow to moderately deep marine 
environments.  Karst features, including a natural arch and sea cave, are present in 
a limestone outcrop at Big Hill.  No other limestone outcrops are known locally, 
although limestone does occur further west near Kundabung.  During the 
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Pleistocene period Point Plomer, Big Hill and Queens Head were islands separated 
from the mainland by higher sea levels.  They have since been joined to the 
mainland by deposition of sand. 
 
The westward lying areas of the park consist of Quaternary sand dunes and ridges, 
while along the coast are more recent sands deposited on the degraded surface of 
the Pleistocene barrier. 
 
Soils within the park are composed of fine sands, silts and clays.  These were 
originally deposited by the ancestral Hastings River as its mouth migrated from the 
area of Crescent Head to Port Macquarie.   
 
The coastal sands immediately to the south of Point Plomer were mined for rutile, 
zircon and other minerals during the 1970s.  A number of other areas within the park 
were identified for mining but never mined because of their high scientific value.  A 
quarry was established at Queens Head during the sand mining period to provide 
gravel for the mining road south to Port Macquarie.  It has not been used for many 
years and is revegetating. 
 
The sandy nature of the soils near the coast makes them highly erodible if the 
covering vegetation is removed.  Of particular concern is where people walk over the 
dunes to the beach and informal tracks created by four wheel drive vehicles and trail 
bikes.  Also of concern is vehicle use of the management tracks through the park.  
Use of these tracks is causing damage to the wetlands.  
 

Policies 
 
* The Service will continue to participate in and support the local Total 

Catchment Management committee. 
 
* Signs will be erected stating that the irrigation channel is private property. 
 
* Vehicles will be restricted to formed roads and formed dune crossings. 
 
* All tracks not part of the public vehicle access system will be gated to prevent 

unauthorised use. 
 
* Works will be undertaken in the Point Plomer area to provide constructed 

walking tracks onto Barries Beach.  Other tracks onto the beach, the dunes 
and around the headland will be restored and revegetated where necessary. 

 
* No mining or gravel extraction will be undertaken in the reserve. 
 
* The track to the Queens Head quarry will be closed and rehabilitated. 
 

 

4.1.2 Native Plants and Animals 
 
The variety of soils and drainage of the national park is reflected in a broad variety of 
vegetation communities, including littoral and subtropical rainforest, mangrove forest 
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and woodland, wet and dry sclerophyll forests and woodland, shrublands, 
swamplands, coastal heathland, saltmarsh and dune grasses.  
 

Plants 
 
Approximately 70% of the park is swamp, which supports areas of sclerophyll forest 
and woodland dominated by broad-leaved tea tree (Melaleuca quinquenervia) and 
swamp oak (Casuarina glauca), swamp shrubland dominated by heath banksia 
(Banksia ericifolia), wet heath dominated by grass trees (Xanthorrhoea fulva), tea 
tree (Leptospermum spp.) or fern-leaved banksia (Banksia oblongifolia), and 
sedges.  Generally the western side of the park is drier than the centre and eastern 
sections of the park, with Eucalypt species dominating. 
 
A broad survey of the area was undertaken by McGillivray in 1968 as part of the Sim 
Report, and a comprehensive survey of the vegetation of Limeburners Creek Nature 
Reserve has recently been undertaken (Griffiths 1995).  These two surveys are 
scientifically interesting as they surveyed the vegetation of the same area 
approximately 30 years apart. 
 
McGillivray notes that the vegetation around Saltwater Lake is particularly interesting 
as it supported on its western side pure stands of broad-leaved tea tree (Melaleuca 
quinquenervia) on three successive low ridges with swampy treeless land between 
the ridges.  Along and out from the northern side of the lake is a broadleaved tea 
tree forest, while on the southern side of the lake are patches of mangroves 
(Avicennia marina and Aegiceras corniculatum) and swamp oak (Allocasuarina 
glauca).  Based on McGillivray’s survey, the Sim Report recommended the 
establishment of a scientific area around and including Saltwater Lake. 
 
The Griffiths survey describes the park’s vegetation in terms of bedrock, sand dune, 
flood plain and estuarine habitats.  He identified the following important plant 
communities within the park: 
 
- Small patches of subtropical feather palm rainforest dominated by bangalow 

palm (Archontophoenix cunninghamiana), which are found west of North 
Shore Beach and Queens Head. 

 
- Littoral rainforest, which is found on the northern and southern slopes of Big 

Hill and behind Queens Head Beach. 
 
- Bedrock vegetation, which is demonstrated by those communities which 

occur on Big Hill, Point Plomer and Queens Head, consists mainly of black 
she-oak (Allocasuarina littoralis), coast banksia (Banksia integrifolia), broad-
leaved tea tree (Melaleuca quinquenervia), swamp oak (Casuarina glauca) 
and the grass Themeda australis.  

 
- Dune vegetation, which is dominated by coast banksia (Banksia integrifolia), 

coastal tea tree (Leptospermum laevigatum), coast wattle (Acacia longifolia 
var. sophorae) and Spinifex sericeus with small areas of Melaleuca.    
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- Saltmarsh communities consisting mainly of a chenopod shrub Sarcocornia 
quinqueflora, a creeping perennial Sporobolus virginicus, the sedge Baumea 
juncea and the rush Juncus kraussii. 

 
Twelve plant species have been identified by Griffiths which are either listed under 
the Threatened Species Conservation (TSC) Act, at the geographical limit of their 
range within Limeburners Creek National Park or have a restricted distribution on the 
north coast of New South Wales.  Allocasuarina defungens (which is listed as 
endangered under the TSC Act), Gonocarpus salsoloides, Symphionema paludosa, 
Marsdenia suaveolens, Angophora floribunda and Haemodorum corymbosum are 
found at their northern distribution limit; Gymnoschoenus sphaerocephalus reaches 
the northern limit of its coastal distribution; and Eriocaulon australe, Cyperus 
stradbrokensis, Lophostemon suaveolens, Ochrosperma citriodorum are found at 
their southern limit within the park.  Another four species occur in unusual 
associations or habitats. 
 

Animals 
 
Although no systematic animal surveys have been undertaken in the national park, 
the considerable range of vegetation associations within the park are known to 
support a variety of animals.  One species found in the park is listed as endangered 
under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995: the little tern (Sterna 
albifrons).  A number of species listed as endangered under the Act have also been 
recorded in the park including the osprey (Pandion haliaetus), pied oystercatcher 
(Haematopus longirostris), ground parrot (Pezoporus wallicus), yellow-eyed cuckoo-
shrike (Coracina lineata), olive whistler (Pachycephala olivacea), koala 
(Phascolarctos cinereus), brush-tailed phascogale (Phascogale tapoatafa), squirrel 
glider (Petaurus norfolcensis), spotted-tail quoll (Dasyurus maculatus), eastern 
chestnut mouse (Pseudomys gracilicaudatus), little bent-wing bat (Miniopterus 
australis) and large-footed mouse-eared bat (Myotis adversus). 
 
Other animals found in the park include the swamp wallaby (Wallabia bicolor), red-
necked wallaby (Macropus rufogriseus), eastern grey kangaroo (Macropus 
giganteus), long-nosed bandicoot (Parameles nasuta), short beaked echidna 
(Tachyglossus aculeatus), dingo (Canis familaris), common ringtail possum 
(Pseudocheirus peregrinus), sugar glider (Petaurus breviceps), feather-tailed glider 
(Acrobates pygmaeus), mountain possum (Trichosaurus caninus), Goulds long-
eared bat (Nyctophilus gouldii), the lesser long-eared bat (Nyctophilus geoffroyi), 
Queensland blossom bat (Syconcteris australis), eastern forest bat (Vespadelus 
pumilus), eastern horseshoe-bat (Rhinolophus megaphyllus), little forest bat 
(Vespadelus volturnus), square-tailed kite (Lophoictinia isura), wompoo pigeon 
(Ptilinopus magnificus), kookaburra(Dacelo novaeguineae) and many tree creepers 
and honeyeaters.  Twelve reptiles and nine frogs have also been recorded in the 
park including the lace monitor (Varanus varius), eastern water dragon 
(Physignathus lesueurii), land mullet (Egernia major) and carpet python (Morelia 
spilota).   
 
Limeburners Creek National Park is one of the few areas on the coast where 
dingoes and quolls are still present.  In many other areas along the coast dingoes 
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and quolls have been displaced by urban and rural development into the less 
developed ranges. 
 
A limestone cave on Big Hill contains a bat colony.  Little is known about the species 
inhabiting the cave and further assessment is required to determine any protection 
measures required for the bats. 
 
A large number of bird species have been recorded on the park.  The forest and 
heath provides foraging areas for honeyeaters and insectivorous birds.  Seed-eating 
birds tend to stay on the heath and sedge swamps whilst eagles and hawks 
scavenge and hunt on the lakes, beach and low vegetation but seek shelter in the 
forested areas.  Estuarine swamps, beaches and Saltwater Lake provide food and 
shelter for wetland birds.  
 
Limeburners Creek National Park is important for many species of wading birds for 
resting, feeding and/or roosting on sand and mud flats in estuaries and beaches and 
on rock platforms during their annual migration.  Many of these species are covered 
by international conservation agreements; particularly: 
 
- The Agreement between the Government of Australia and the Government of 

Japan for the Protection of Migratory Birds and Birds in Danger of Extinction 
and their Environment (JAMBA); and 

 
- The Agreement between the Peoples Republic of China and the Government 

of Australia for the Protection of Migratory Birds and their Environments 
(CAMBA). 

 
Species recorded in Limeburners Creek National Park and which are identified in 
one or both of these two agreements include the osprey, little tern, pied 
oystercatcher, brahminy kite (Haliastur indus) and white-bellied sea eagle 
(Haliaeetus leucogaster). 
 
The Sim Report also recognised the importance of the estuary and islands at the 
southern end of Limeburners Creek for sea birds and waterfowl by recommending 
the establishment of a scientific area over this area. 
 
One major reason for declaration of the park was to protect a butterfly found only in 
the Port Macquarie area.  This unique hybrid butterfly, Tisiphone abeona joanna, is 
dependant on the Gahnia swamps west of Saltwater Lake.  Another rare butterfly, 
the Australian fritillary (Argynnis hyperbius inconstans), reaches its southermost limit 
in the coastal section of the park. 
 
The data available to the Service on the distribution of native plant and animal 
communities and other information relevant to their management in the park is being 
progressively entered onto the Service’s computer data base. 
 

Policies 
 
* The protection of native plants and animals will place emphasis on protecting 

significant ecosystems and habitats, particularly for those listed under the 
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Threatened Species Conservation Act, listed on international treaties, and for 
the butterfly Tisiphone abeona joanna. 

 
* Fauna surveys of the park will be encouraged. 
 
* No facilities will be constructed in the scientific areas identified in the Sim 

report, and visitors will be permitted into these areas for scientific and 
research purposes only. 

 
* The co-operation of neighbouring land-holders and other government 

departments will be sought to protect important wildlife habitats adjoining the 
park, with high priority given to lands adjoining Limeburners Creek. 

 
* A survey and assessment will be undertaken of the bats on Big Hill and any 

necessary protection requirements implemented. 
 
* Records of native plants and animals will continue to be progressively entered 

onto the Service’s computer data base. 
 
 

4.1.3 Introduced Plants and Animals 
 
A large number of introduced plant species are present within Limeburners Creek 
National Park.  These include: bitou bush (Chrysanthemoides monilifera), lantana 
(Lantana camara), whisky grass (Andropogon virginicus), paspalum (Paspalum 
dilatatum), kikuyu (Pennisetum clandestinum), giant Parramatta grass (Sporobolus 
indicus var. capensis), groundsel bush (Baccharis halimifolia), noogoora burr 
(Xanthium occidentale), prickly pear (Opuntia stricta), coral trees (Erythrina sykesii) 
and some 45 other different species.  Most of these weeds are restricted to highly 
disturbed areas such as past mining areas, road edges, the camping areas and the 
old quarry at Queens Head. 
 
The Noxious Weeds Act 1993 took effect from 1 July 1993. This act places an 
obligation upon public authorities to control noxious weeds on land that it occupies to 
the extent necessary to prevent such weeds spreading to adjoining lands.  Noxious 
weeds present on the park include groundsel bush, lantana, noogoora burr and giant 
Parramatta grass. 
 
Bitou bush and lantana are the greatest problem because they are aggressive 
invaders of native plant communities and are favoured by disturbance of natural 
ecosystems.  Volunteers groups are providing valuable assistance to control bitou 
bush and lantana on the park. 
 
Bitou bush is of particular concern because it has spread into the native vegetation 
near the coast where it appears to be dominating.  The Service uses a combination 
of control methods for bitou bush, including the ‘Bradley Method’, which involves the 
cutting of the plant at the base and applying a specific herbicide through an eye 
dropper directly onto the stump; and direct spraying of herbicide onto the plant with 
follow up applications as necessary.  This method has been particularly successful 
in removing bitou bush from Point Plomer and Queens Head.  Biological controls, 
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including the bitou tip moth (Comostollopsis germannia), have been investigated.  
The bitou tip moth is present on Queens Head, Point Plomer and Big Hill although it 
was not released in the park.  It is believed this occurrence has migrated to the area 
from a site some 5 kms north.  Trials of the tip moth, leaf miner, rhino beetle and 
rust have also been conducted on the park and helicopter spraying of major 
infestations is being investigated. 
 
Lantana is well established in the hind dune and remnant rainforest areas as well as 
along the roads and tracks within the park.  Effective control of lantana requires that 
sufficient follow up can be carried out.  Failure to do so will often result in lantana 
being replaced by bitou bush which is considerably more difficult and expensive to 
control.  
 
Introduced animals found in the national park include cats (Felis catus), foxes 
(Vulpes vulpes), introduced rats (Rattus spp.), house mice (Mus musculus), 
European honey bees (Apis spp.) and wild domestic dogs (Canis familiaris).  There 
are currently no licensed bee sites on Limeburners Creek National Park, although 
many exist on adjacent lands and the bees from these hives forage in the park.  
Control of wild dogs is undertaken in conjunction with the Kempsey Rural Lands 
Protection Board by baiting in the vicinity of boundary fence lines and adjacent to 
public use areas.  Fox control is also undertaken from time to time in the park by the 
baiting of specific areas.  All unused baits are retrieved. 
 
Cattle frequently stray onto the northern end of the park from neighbouring 
properties.  They not only contribute to the weed problem within the park but destroy 
native vegetation, erode existing walking and management tracks, and create new 
tracks.  The walking track over The Big Hill is one track which has been badly 
eroded by cattle.  Stock yards were erected at the head of the Big Hill drainage 
channel by the previous landowner.  The yards are a designated pound under the 
Local Government Act and will continue to be maintained as long as necessary to 
handle impounded stock found straying onto the park. 
 

Policies 
 
* A pest management plan for the park will be prepared and implemented as a 

high priority. 
 
* The distribution and density of introduced plants and animals causing or 

having the potential to cause significant environmental damage will be 
mapped.   

 
* Environments currently free of introduced plant species that are known to be 

susceptible to invasion by introduced plants will be monitored.  Control/ 
eradication measures will be implemented in these areas if invasion occurs.  

 
* Techniques which have minimal impacts on native ecosystems will be used to 

control introduced plants and animals. 
 
* Priority for control of introduced plant species will be given to those which: 
 - are declared noxious weeds; 
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 - are impacting on important natural values; 
 - are causing damage to cultural heritage; 
 - are or may affect neighbouring lands; 
 - are new isolated occurrences; and/or 
 - have the potential to spread. 
 
* Introduced animals will be controlled and where practicable eliminated. 
 
* Priority in feral animal control will be given to the continuation of the existing 

fox and wild dog control programs and investigation into suitable methods of 
controlling cats. 

 
* Domestic animals and European honey bee hives will not be permitted within 

the park.  Cattle found on the park will be impounded. 
 
* The old stock yards will be repaired and maintained as a registered pound. 
 
* Fencing will be erected where required and in conjunction with neighbours 

along selected boundaries of the park to prevent access by cattle.  Methods 
of preventing cattle entering the park across the floodway and along the road 
will be investigated. 

 
* All hybrid bee hives found within the park will be destroyed. 
 
 

4.1.4 Fire Management 
 
Fire has been an important factor influencing the environment of Limeburners Creek 
National Park for many thousands of years.  Fire is regarded by the National Parks 
and Wildlife Service as a natural process, one of the established physical factors of 
the Australian environment to which native plant and animal communities have 
become adapted.  The correct management of fire is however essential to avoid the 
extinction of native plant and animal species. 
 
The National Parks and Wildlife Service has as its primary aims in fire management: 
 
- to reduce the risk of bushfire damage to life and property both within and 

immediately adjacent to areas where the Service has a statutory 
responsibility; 

 
- to effectively manage bushfires for the protection and conservation of the 

natural, cultural, scenic and recreational features of service areas; and  
 
- to co-operate and work with other organisations, such as local bush fire 

brigades, in fire management planning and implementation within the region. 
 

Maintenance of Species Habitat and Diversity 
 
Both the long term and short term effects of fire on native plant and animal species, 
including the biota of the surface and sub-surface soil zone, is largely dependent 
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upon four factors: the frequency of fire, the intensity of fire, its spacial distribution 
and seasonality. 
 
Prior to human intervention, wildfire probably burned down to the coast from 
lightning strikes on the ranges as dry lightning usually does not occur on the coastal 
plains of the north coast.  Historical evidence as well as our current scientific 
understanding of the biological impact of fire on the environments of the north coast 
area indicates that Aboriginal communities, from about 40 000 years ago, used fire 
to modify the area for easier hunting and gathering.  Many of the plant and animal 
communities of Limeburners Creek National Park consequently adapted to a 
moderately high frequency of fire. 
 
Since European settlement of the north coast the frequency of fire has increased 
dramatically from that arising from Aboriginal use of the land.  In recent years most 
fires have been deliberately ignited from the Maria River Road and along internal 
access tracks.  This has often been to the detriment of plant and animal species 
which are poorly adapted to this new and far more frequent fire regime. 
 
Contemporary ecological research in fire prone ecosystems, such as those which 
are represented in Limeburners Creek National Park, has established broad 
principles about the fire regimes needed to avoid the extinction of species and thus 
conserve biodiversity: 
 
- Groups of plant and animal species which constitute an ecosystem respond 

similarly to fire according to the characteristics of their life-history.  It is not 
necessary to specify fire regimes for the conservation of every species.  
Rather, fire regimes for groups of species or an ecosystem are required to be 
developed. 

 
- A diversity of fire regimes is needed to maintain natural diversity.  Accordingly 

the management of fire should aim to provide a pattern of fires of high, 
moderate and low intensity, frequency and extent.  Extinctions are most likely 
when fire regimes of relatively fixed intensity, frequency and extent prevail 
without variation. 

 
Scientific understanding of the fire requirements for plant communities is generally 
more advanced than for animal communities, although recent published research 
demonstrates that the conservation of many animal species also depends upon a 
mix of fire regimes including occasional high intensity fires.  The use of regular and 
low intensity fires has an unacceptable impact on critical habitat requirements for 
many native animals by removing understorey plants. 
 
With these general principles as a basis, fire management guidelines have been 
developed for Limeburners Creek National Park which define fire regime thresholds 
for several major groups of plant communities.  If these thresholds are exceeded the 
diversity of plant species will decline and ecosystems may be simplified. 
 
The following significant fire regimes have been identified for the management of fire 
in Limeburners Creek National Park: 
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- All fire will be excluded from rainforest communities. 
 

- The tall moist eucalypt forests, such as those found at Big Hill, support 
many mammal and bird species.  They are also a critical refuge in fire and an 
important ecological buffer for the rainforest, and will be protected against too 
frequent fire.  Loss of some species of woody plants will occur in these forests 
if the frequency of fires exceeds two fires in quick succession each twenty 
years, or in the event of a high intensity fire which scorches tree canopy at a 
frequency of more than twice each hundred years. 

 

- Loss of some species of woody plants within open forest or woodland 
communities will occur where the frequency of fires exceeds two fires in quick 
succession each five years, or in the event of no fires within thirty years. 

 

- Fire is an important determinant of species and structural diversity of wet and 

dry heath.  Management of heathlands therefore includes maintaining 
appropriate fire regimes for the purpose of creating a mosaic of communities 
with different ages and structures.  Loss of some species of woody plants will 
occur in these plant communities if the frequency of fires exceeds two fires in 
quick succession each eight years; three fires within a period of fifteen to 
thirty years; or in the event of no fires within thirty years. 

 

- Similar fire regimes to that required for heathlands are also required for tall 

shrubland, swamp forest and sedgeland communities.  Loss of some 
species of woody plants will occur where the frequency of fires exceeds two 
fires in quick succession each eight years; three fires within a period of fifteen 
to thirty years; or in the event of no fires within thirty years. 

 
In addition to the thresholds determined above, the following ecological 
considerations are important: 
 
- The beach dune systems in the park are susceptible to damage from fire and 

their protection is recognised as an important aspect of fire management. 
 
- Many small mammals and most birds breed in spring and summer and are 

vulnerable to fire during this critical period. 
 
- Frequent fires in most vegetation communities reduce the floristic complexity 

of the understorey which is a critical habitat requirement for most native 
animals.  Areas burnt too frequently are reduced to highly combustible 
species such as bladey grass. 

 
- As areas regenerate following fires, different animal species find the habitat 

suitable at different stages of regeneration.  To support the full complement of 
native animals, a range of vegetation age classes after fire is desirable.  
Some of the species and communities within Limeburners Creek National 
Park are fire sensitive and rely on recolonisation from surrounding areas 
following fire. 
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The management of fire in Limeburners Creek National Park for the protection of 
native plant and animal communities, therefore, aims to create a mosaic of habitats 
of different age classes of intensity and frequency of fire.  To achieve this, the park 
has been divided into fire management compartments which are bounded by 
existing public roads, existing internal management tracks and naturally occurring 
fire lines such as wetlands and creeks. 
 

Fire Management Operations 
 
The Service has prepared a fire management plan for the lands it manages in Port 
Macquarie District in accordance with Service fire policy.  It has also prepared a draft 
fire management plan specifically for Limeburners Creek National Park which Is 
currently on public exhibition.  In addition, the Service, like other land owners and 
managers in NSW, is bound by the Rural Fires Act 1997. 
 
Under theRural Fires Act, the Service is a fire authority and is responsible for 
controlling fires on Limeburners Creek National Park.  This includes the control and 
suppression of fires and the implementation of fuel management programs to 
protect life and property from fires.  The Service may also assist with the control and 
suppression of fires adjacent to the national park. 
 
Both Kempsey and Hastings District Rural Fire Committees have been established 
under the Rural Fires Act to develop and co-ordinate a co-operative fire 
management between fire authorities.  The National Parks and Wildlife Service is 
represented on both of these committees.  The committees are responsible for the 
development of co-operative fire fighting and programs for the reduction of bush fire 
hazards and have prepared plans for their respective areas. 
 
All wildfires and hazard reduction programs that have occurred within the park have 
been mapped and digitised onto the district’s computerised geographic information 
system.  This information on past fires aids the identification of areas where fires 
should be excluded, for example the habitats of certain threatened species, 
rainforest areas and beach dunes.  In addition, a number of indicator species of 
native plants and animals will be identified, their populations monitored and an 
evaluation made of the performance of the guidelines outlined in the proposed fire 
regime thresholds.  The threshold guidelines may be modified in the light of new 
scientific information. 
 
Fires resulting from human activity are the major cause of fire in Limeburners Creek 
National Park.  Priority will be given to developing effective public awareness and 
education campaigns about the social and environmental management of fire. 
 

Policies 
 
* The draft fire management plan for the park will be finalised and placed on 

public exhibition. 
 
* Fire in Limeburners Creek National Park will be managed in accordance with 

the local district fire plans, the Port Macquarie District Fire Action Plan, 
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Limeburners Creek National Park Fire Management Plan when adopted, and 
this plan of management. 

 
* Fire management in Limeburners Creek National Park will aim to: 
 
 - protect human life and property both within and adjacent to the 
  park; 
 
 - maintain species habitat and diversity, avoid local extinctions of native  
  plant and animal species, and enhance the conservation of rare and  
  endangered native plant and animal species; 
 
 - exclude fire from rainforest areas and beach sand dunes; and 
 
 - protect structures, objects and places of cultural heritage significance  
  within the park. 
 
* Wherever practical, wildfires within Limeburners Creek National Park will be 

suppressed with the aim of re-establishing extensive areas of native plant and 
animal communities which are free of an unacceptable fire regime. 

 
* Liaison will be maintained and co-operative strategies developed with local 

bushfire brigades, local government agencies and neighbours to ensure co-
ordination in fire management in the national park and on adjoining lands. 

 
* Fire trails, fire radiation zones and fuel reduced areas will be maintained to 

contribute to the protection of neighbouring lands and facility areas within 
Limeburners Creek National Park. 

 
* Where the terrain permits, the system of perimeter trails on the boundaries of 

the park will be extended to protect neighbours and the park from fire. 
 
* A program of prescription burning will be progressively introduced within 

Limeburners Creek National Park consistent with the fire management plan.  
The aim will be to establish a mosaic of vegetation communities of different 
fire age classes, with the pattern of the mosaic based on compartments 
bounded by existing roads and management tracks and naturally occurring 
fire lines such as streams and wetlands. 

 
* Wherever practicable, management tracks used for fire management and 

other purposes will be slashed tracks and will, as required to reduce erosion, 
be relocated and/or realigned to allow for erosion control and revegetation. 

 
* All management tracks within the park will be reviewed. Those determined 

not to be essential for fire management in the fire management plan or not 
essential for other management purposes will be closed and rehabilitated. 

 
* New tracks will only be constructed where necessary for wildfire control or 

other emergency operations.  All new tracks constructed for emergency 
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operations will be closed and rehabilitated as soon as possible after each 
emergency. 

 
* Research into fire behaviour, fire hazard and risk assessment, and the impact 

of fire on the park’s plant and animal communities will be encouraged. 
 
* An education program will be implemented to raise community awareness of 

fire management in Limeburners Creek National Park.  Emphasis will be 
placed in this program on the need for neighbours, visitors and relevant 
authorities to assist in eliminating unplanned fires and establishing an 
ecologically acceptable fire management regime for Limeburners Creek 
National Park. 

 
* The District will continue to maintain a fire management information system to 

assist in the identification of high fire risk areas and trends in fire occurrence. 
 
 
 

4.2 CULTURAL HERITAGE 
 

4.2.1 Aboriginal Heritage 
 
Limeburners Creek National Park contains a number of outstanding Aboriginal sites.  
The known period of occupation and use by Aboriginals in the area is some  
5-6,000 years.  Although this time period is not particularly old compared to other 
locations in the State, the high concentration and variety of sites within a small area 
is exceptional. 
 
In the Point Plomer area, evidence of Aboriginal occupation includes burial sites, 
shell middens, open campsites, a large stone tool working site, a quarry for stone 
tool production and axe grinding grooves in sandstone outcrops.  An arrangement of 
stones off Barries Beach may be a fish trap constructed by Aboriginal people.  There 
is photographic evidence that it was constructed in the 1930s by a Mr Windeyer but 
there may have been an earlier Aboriginal fish trap on the site which gave Mr 
Windeyer the idea.  It will probably be impossible to confirm whether the trap was 
was originally an Aboriginal trap or not since the stones near the beach were later 
moved by the sand mining company and by Russ Radley to improve access to the 
boat ramp.  If it is of Aboriginal construction it is only one of three Aboriginal fish 
traps known on the north coast of New South Wales.   
 
In the Queens Head area are a quarry and a tool manufacturing site which requires 
protection from vandalism.  The manufacturing site at Queens Head was being 
eroded by four wheel drive vehicles which crossed the site to gain access to the 
beach but this track has now been closed.  The site is currently interpreted by 
Service staff during school holidays but has the potential for further interpretation.  
Both Queens Head and Big Hill contain sites of high importance to the local 
Aboriginal community. 
 
Many shellfish were locally available and, together with fish and native animals, 
provided a plentiful source of food for the local Aboriginal people.  From 
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archaeological excavations of middens on the park it has been determined that the 
local diet included the pipi (Plebedonax deltoides), Sydney cockle (Andara trapezia), 
triton shell (Cabestana spengleri), hairy mussel (Trichomya hirsutus), turban shell 
(Ninella torquata) and top-shell (Austrocochlea).  Photographs in the Thomas Dick 
collection record Aboriginal activities undertaken in the area which is now park. 
 
Land Council and the Dunghutti Elders Incorporated (who have identified 
themselves as the traditional custodians of the area) initiated the proposal for an 
Aboriginal Cultural Camp within Limeburners Creek National Park. National Parks 
and Wildlife Service (NPWS) staff have been in negotiation with these groups over a 
five year period culminating in the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding 
between the Mid North Coast Region (Macleay Area) of NPWS and the Birpai and 
Dunghutt Aboriginal Communities (MOU) on 1 November 2006. 
 
The Back Beach Aboriginal Cultural Camp Custodian Committee (Custodian 
Committee) has been established as part of the MOU to manage the proposed Back 
Beach Cultural Camp (Cultural Camp). The MOU states a number of conditions for 
use of the camping area. 
 
The Cultural Camp is a facility that will be used primarily for family camping, 
educational/ cultural awareness programs and teaching. The Custodian Committee 
and campers may also be involved in development of interpretation material for the 
Cultural Camp, design and layout of camping facilities, volunteer bush regeneration 
programs and creation/planting of a bush tucker walk (using locally indigenous 
species only). 
 
The proposed location of the Cultural Camp has been disturbed in the past as a 
result of sand mining operations. Vegetation on the site consists of exotic grasses. 
The boundary of the Cultural Camp consists of a native tree canopy (banksia and 
wattle associations and SEPP 26 littoral rainforest), with mid and understorey layers 
dominated by exotic woody weed species (such as Bitou Bush and Lantana). No 
clearing of native vegetation will be required for the creation of the Cultural Camp. 
Bush regeneration works will assist in the removal of weeds and promote the natural 
regeneration of native species to the area. 
 

Policies 
 
* The Kempsey Local Aboriginal Land Council, the Birpai Local Aboriginal Land 

Council and traditional custodians will be consulted in the management of 
Aboriginal sites on the park. 

 
* Prior to any works being undertaken on the park, a survey for Aboriginal sites 

will be undertaken.  Where sites or places of cultural significance are found, 
the works will be modified or relocated. 

 
* An interpretation program for the Queens Head workshop site and other 

Aboriginal sites on the park will be developed in consultation with the 
Kempsey Local Aboriginal Land Council and other Aboriginal custodian 
groups. 
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* Preference will be given to the Local Aboriginal Land Councils and Aboriginal 
custodian groups to undertake interpretation of Aboriginal sites and culture in 
the park. 

 
* Research and inventory into the Aboriginal heritage of the park will be 

encouraged. 
 
* If permissible (approved as part of the environmental assessment), establish 

the Cultural Camp which will contain up to 12 designated camping sites, 
toilets, an outdoor shower, designated fire places with BBQ hotplates, a 
shelter (with picnic table and interpretation display), a rubbish skip, recycling 
bins and a rainwater tank. 

 
* The Cultural Camp will be managed in accordance with the MOU and NPWS 

legislation and policies. Campers shall be approved by the Custodian 
Committee (of which NPWS is a member). Volunteer Camp Wardens and 
Elders will be in attendance during any camp and will provide a liaison role 
between campers and NPWS staff. 



 Camping at the Cultural Camp will be allowed throughout the year. Campers 
must have a permit (issued by NPWS). There will be a maximum of 50 people 
(this includes children over 2 years of age) allowed to camp at any one time. 
A discounted camping fee (as specified in MOU) will be charged. 



 The MOU states a number of conditions for use of the Cultural Camp. These 
conditions will be given to all campers on receipt of their camping permit and 
will be displayed at the camping area to notify all users. 



 Consistent with the practice in Mid North Coast Region, firewood will not be 
provided for campers at the Cultural Camp. Firewood can be purchased at 
nearby Point Plomer camping area. 



 Due to the small size of the site, no camper-trailers or caravans will be 
permitted at the Cultural Camp (tents and temporary shade structures only). 



* The maximum stay at the Cultural Camp will be 21 days, however the 
Custodian Committee may choose to reduce this length of stay to allow more 
families access to the area. 



 Signage will be erected at the entrance to Cultural Camp to inform the public 
that access to the area is only for those with a permit. 



 The development of facilities for the Cultural Camp (including interpretive 
signage) will be undertaken in consultation with the Custodian Committee. 
NPWS design protocols may need to be flexible to accommodate the unique 
needs of the Custodian Committee. 



* Assessment of options and development of designated car parking area/s at 
the Cultural Camp, to improve traffic safety on the site. 
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* Commence a volunteer Bush Regeneration program with campers from the 

Cultural Camp site. 



* Investigate options and commence work (if approved) to develop a short 
‘bush tucker walk’ from the Cultural Camp, in consultation with Custodian 
Committee (only local indigenous species to be used). 



* Undertake an annual review of the Cultural Camp to monitor impacts, in 
consultation with the Custodian Committee. 

 

4.2.2 European History 
 
Limeburners Creek National Park derives its unusual name from the activities of 
some of the first Europeans in the area in the early days of the Port Macquarie penal 
settlement when lime for building mortar was in great demand.  Lime was produced 
in the area by burning enormous quantities of oyster shells.  These were gathered 
from oyster beds and coastal deposits, including Aboriginal middens.  The activities 
of these early limeburners denuded the area of oyster life for many years. 
 
The next major activity in the area was gold mining.  The area around Limeburners 
Creek was proclaimed as part of the Orara Gold Field in 1881, although there is little 
evidence that much gold was won from it. 
 
Barries Bay is named after the Barrie Family who resided in the Point Plomer area 
for many years.  It was once the site of a whaling station, however, today Barries 
Bay is used mainly for recreation and hauling by commercial mullet fishermen.  
There is no remaining evidence of the whaling station. 
 
A small number of men lived isolated lives in the area during the Great Depression.  
One of these was Kevin Hill after whom Big Hill was named.  He was reputedly a 
very big man and lived on the north west slope of the hill beside the creek where 
some of his hut foundations are still present.  Another man lived on the southern 
slope of Big Hill, while a third lived in a hut on the edge of Limeburners Creek.  Only 
the latter hut still exists. 
 
In the 1960s much of the north coast of New South Wales was investigated for 
extraction of rutile, zircon and other minerals.  Most of the area now reserved as 
Limeburners Creek National Park was excluded from sand mining by the Sim 
Report, which identified its high scientific value and resulted in its reservation in 
1971.  However sand mining did occur immediately south of Point Plomer resulting 
in disturbance to the dunes behind North Shore Beach and the construction of the 
gravel road to the southern end of the park. 
 

Policies 
 
* Prior to any works being undertaken, a survey for historic heritage will be 

undertaken.  Where sites of cultural significance are found, the works will be 
modified or relocated. 
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* The hut on Limeburners Creek and the hut foundations on Big Hill will be 
maintained, and if necessary stabilised in accordance with conservation 
management guidelines. 

 
* The historic heritage of the area will be interpreted to visitors to the park. 
 
 
 

4.3 USE OF LIMEBURNERS CREEK NATIONAL PARK 
 
Limeburners Creek National Park will be managed to ensure that its use, whether by 
the general public, special interest groups, Service managers or other authorities is 
appropriate and consistent with the National Parks and Wildlife Act, Service policies 
and the management objectives and strategies outlined in this plan of management. 
 
The major categories of use that may be appropriate within Service areas are: 
 
- promotion of the conservation of natural and cultural heritage; 
- environmental education; 
- recreation in a natural setting; 
- scientific research; and 
- management operations by the Service and other authorities. 
 
The extent to which these categories of use are appropriate to Limeburners Creek 
National Park are listed below. 
 
 

4.3.1 Promotion, Interpretation and Education 
 
Increasing public awareness of the National Parks and Wildlife Service and its 
responsibilities in natural and cultural heritage management assists with the 
protection of the natural and cultural heritage of the park and is a major aspect of 
managing visitor use. 
 
Existing programs for the promotion of public awareness and appreciation of 
Limeburners Creek National Park include the presentation of interpretation material 
in the form of brochures on the park generally as well as specific aspects of its 
natural and cultural heritage.  Discovery Ranger programs are conducted during the 
NSW school holiday periods. 
 
Where resources permit, existing programs will be extended and emphasis will be 
given to promoting and interpreting: 
- the importance of the national park in the regional pattern of conservation 

areas; 
- the geological evolution of the north coast; 
- the significance of the park for the conservation of native plants and animals;  
- the Aboriginal heritage of the area; 
- the European history of the park; and 
- appropriate recreational use of the park. 
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Policies 
 
* Use of the park by educational institutions, groups and schools for 

environmental and park management education will be encouraged. 
 
* The Discovery Ranger program will continue to be provided during peak 

visitor periods. 
 
* Emphasis will be placed on explaining to neighbours of the park the Service’s 

programs for fire management, feral animal control and weed control and 
working co-operatively with neighbours on these programs.  Neighbours will 
be kept informed of relevant activities through newsletters and personal 
contact. 

 
* A range of information including brochures, signs and guided tours will be 

provided to help people understand and appreciate Limeburners Creek 
National Park. 

 

 

4.3.2 Recreation Opportunities 
 
Limeburners Creek Nature Reserve was proclaimed over an area that had been 
used for recreation by both locals and visitors for many years.  This recreation use 
was concentrated along the coast, where camping, fishing, swimming and surfing 
occurred, however facilities were basic or non-existent and there was little 
management control.  This led to ad hoc expansion of camping areas, damage to 
the surrounding bush, and a general degradation of the area. 
 
Recreation use today is still focussed on the coast.  There are few tracks into the 
hinterland west of the Plomer road and these are mainly for management purposes.  
The area of the park west of the Plomer road, with the exception of a small area at 
Melaleuca, will be managed as a natural area.  Only walking and cycling on the 
management tracks will be permitted in the hinterland area of the park to maintain 
the important nature conservation values of this area and no camping will be 
permitted in this area. 
 
The coastal section of the park east of the Plomer road will generally be managed 
as a semi-natural area with vehicular access to or near most areas.  It contains small 
facility areas at Melaleuca/Big Hill and at Queens Head.  It also contains a more 
developed area at Point Plomer. 
 

Point Plomer was managed as a basic camping and caravan area (barbecues and 
pit toilets) prior to its addition to the nature reserve in 1980.  The Service continued 
to manage the area for camping after its inclusion in the nature reserve but caravans 
were required to be moved off the camping area when not in use.  Recently power 
has been connected to the Point Plomer area, a new toilet and shower block 
constructed, and a new water supply provided to the area. 
 
Visitor surveys undertaken at Point Plomer over the Christmas/New Year period 
(Crabbe, December 1993) found that the camping area has a high level of local use, 
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with almost one third of visitors being locals from the Port Macquarie-Wauchope 
area, over 80% having visited the park previously, over half travelling to the park in 
four wheel drive vehicles, and most people (69%) staying between 4 and 14 nights 
in the park.  The most popular activities undertaken by visitors to Point Plomer were 
relaxing, swimming/surfing, fishing, and walking.  Two thirds of visitors said they 
liked the park the way it is, while the remainder raised a number of suggested 
changes.  Another survey (NPWS, 1996) and comments on the draft plan supported 
the unstructured nature of the camping area, the wood barbecues, and lack of 
sophisticated development and services which provide a sense of “getting away 
from civilisation”. 
 
The Service will maintain Point Plomer as a camping area for families and groups 
while improving the environmental quality of the area by increased planting of locally 
indigenous species and by the encouragement of practices such as the provision of 
own firewood and the restriction of campers to areas which do not impact on the 
surrounding vegetation.  The camping area will not be expanded beyond its current 
area.  A separate parking area for day visitors will be provided near the boat ramp. 
 

Camping is also permitted at the Melaleuca camping area at the northern end of 
the park adjacent to the Big Hill flood mitigation channel.  Current facilities at 
Melaleuca include pit toilets and wood barbecues.  Melaleuca is generally occupied 
for shorter periods than Point Plomer.  Melaleuca will be managed as an 
unstructured, low key camping area which provides a complementary experience to 
Point Plomer.  An additional toilet of a low key nature will be provided near the road 
to supplement the current toilets which are some distance from the beach and the 
main area used for camping.  The feasibility of reducing the size of the area used for 
camping so as to enhance its environmental and social amenity will be investigated.  
The area on the coastal side of the road through Melaleuca will continue to be 
available for day use only. 
 
In addition, camping may be permitted at the Cultural Camp as specified in Section 
4.2.1. 
 

Day use picnic facilities are provided at Melaleuca (the Big Hill picnic area), Point 
Plomer and Queens Head.  These areas will continue to be maintained as picnic 
areas.  An information display board will be constructed within each of these day use 
areas to provide a detailed guide to the importance of the park and the regulations 
and conditions of use of the area.   
 
Unoccupied tents or caravans may not be left on the park and the maximum length 
of stay is currently limited to six weeks.  Due to increasing demand for sites, the 
length of stay in the park during holiday periods will be reduced to a maximum of 
four weeks during peak times and a system of reserved sites may be instituted at 
peak periods.  The length of stay limit will be monitored and may be changed as 
necessary. 
 
The Service currently provides firewood in the form of offcuts but wood is becoming 
increasingly scarce and expensive.  A small number of gas or electric barbecues will 
be provided for people who do not have their own firewood to prevent scavenging for 
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wood however, if collection of wood from within the park continues to occur, wood 
barbecues may have to be prohibited. 
 
Rubbish is currently collected from the camping and picnic areas at peak times and 
disposed off the park.  At other times visitors may use the provided garbage pits.  
Rubbish recycling stations will be established at Point Plomer and the Cultural 
Camp. 
 
There are a number of caravan parks with on-site vans and cabin developments 
outside the park managed by councils and private individuals, including cabins on 
the Crown lease adjoining the Point Plomer camping area.  No cabin or on-site van 
accommodation will be provided on the park. 
 
Public vehicular access to the national park is available along the Maria River Road 
to the west of the park and along the Plomer Road along the coast between 
Crescent Head and Port Macquarie.  The section of the Plomer Road between the 
bridge at Big Hill and the park boundary south of Queens Head is within the national 
park.  It will be maintained as an unsealed road to slow traffic speeds and to 
maintain the natural setting of the national park. 
 
North Shore Beach, which is outside the national park for all except its most northern 
end, is available for use by four wheel drive vehicles which have affixed a current 
permit from the local council.  The Service has constructed a dune crossing for four 
wheel drive vehicles near the northern end of the beach to replace the track at 
Queens Head which was being badly eroded by vehicles.  The Queens Head track 
is now available only for walking access to the beach.  Vehicles are restricted to the 
intertidal zone south of the new dune crossing and prohibited from driving on 
vegetated areas and the dunes other than at the designated dune crossings. 
 
Back Beach south of Point Plomer is also used by four wheel drive vehicles although 
such use is not officially permitted.  The short length of this beach and its proximity 
to Point Plomer make it unnecessary for vehicles to use this beach.  The access 
track to the beach will be closed.  A small car park will be established and walking 
access provided onto the beach.  Designated walking access will also be provided 
from Point Plomer to Back Beach.  
 
Vehicles are permitted to cross Barries Beach at its southern end to launch and 
retrieve boats.  No other part of Barries Beach is available for recreational driving 
although it may be used for licensed professional fishing during the beach haul 
season (see section 4.3.4).  The roads and beach access points described in this 
section, including the beaches available to authorised four wheel drives, are shown 
on Map 1. 
 
Horse riding is not permitted in nature reserves under general Service policies, 
however special permission has been given in the past for the Wilson River Pony 
Club to ride on roads and beaches within the reserve on one weekend each year.  
Subject to the horse riding event having no unacceptable environmental or other 
impacts, the pony club will be permitted to hold one ride a year using North Shore 
Beach and public roads within the national park in accordance with a licence issued 
by the District Manager.  The licence will include conditions which prohibit horses 
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staying overnight in the national park.  The event will be monitored and the 
conditions of the licence will be reviewed annually to ensure that the horse riding 
event has no unacceptable environmental or other impacts.  The riding of other 
animals such as camels and the use of pack animals in the national park is also 
prohibited in the national park. 
 

Policies 
 
* Camping will be permitted at Point Plomer, Melaleuca and the Cultural Camp 

(if developed).  Camping will not be permitted at other sites within 
Limeburners Creek National Park. 

 
* Point Plomer will be managed as a semi-developed camping area with an 

emphasis on social interaction.  It will provide a maximum of 53 sites, will not 
be extended beyond its current area, and will not continue to be upgraded 
beyond the level identified in this plan. 

 
* Designated camp sites and bookings for sites may be instituted in the 

camping area at Point Plomer to prevent overcrowding of the area. 
 
* Caravans will not be stored on the park but will be required to be moved off 

the park when not in use. 
 
* Wood fires will only be permitted in designated fireplaces. 
 
* A limited number of electric barbecues will be provided at Point Plomer as an 

alternative to wood barbecues. 
 
* Signs will be erected requesting campers to bring their own wood or use 

alternatives to wood for cooking, heating and lighting.  Gathering of firewood 
on the park will not be permitted. 

 
* Generators are not permitted in the park. 
 
* Rubbish recycling stations will be established at Point Plomer and the Cultural 

Camp. 
 
* Revegetation work will be undertaken on the site of the former caravan 

storage area, along the power and water line routes, around the new water 
tanks and to provide shade in the camping area at Point Plomer. 

 
* The Melaleuca camping area will be maintained as a low key alternative to 

Point Plomer.  Only barbecues and toilets will be provided.  Low key 
composting toilets will be provided near the road through the Melaleuca 
camping area. 

 
* The feasibility of reducing the size of Melaleuca camping area with the aim of 

enhancing its environmental and social amenity will be investigated. 
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* Information boards will be provided within the Point Plomer, Big Hill and 
Queens Head picnic areas. 

 
* The walking track over Big Hill will be upgraded, directional signs installed 

and interpretation signs erected along the track to highlight the importance of 
the headland and the littoral rainforest area. 

 
* Vehicles will only be permitted on the public roads outlined on Map 1, the 

Barries Beach crossing, and North Shore Beach south of the Queens Head 
dune crossing unless otherwise authorised for emergency, management or 
licensed commercial fishing purposes. 

 
* The section of the Plomer Road which is within the park will be maintained as 

an unsealed road. 
 
* The vehicle track onto Back Beach will be gated.  Parking will be provided at 

the end of the road to Back Beach with walking access onto the beach. 
 
* A walking track will be formalised from Point Plomer to Back Beach. 
 
* The impacts of visitor use, including the implementation of the new firewood 

policy, will be monitored.  Activities will be prohibited if unacceptable damage 
is found to be occurring or conflict occurs with other users. 

 
* Subject to the horse riding event having no unacceptable environmental or 

other impacts the Wilson River Pony Club will be permitted to hold one ride 
each year using North Shore Beach and public roads within Limeburners 
Creek National Park in accordance with a licence issued by the district 
manager. 

 
* The conditions attached to the licence issued to the Wilson River Pony Club 

will be reviewed annually to ensure that the horse riding event has no 
unacceptable environmental or other impacts. 

 
 

4.3.3 Scientific Research 
 
The purpose of scientific study in Limeburners Creek National Park is to improve the 
Service’s understanding of its natural and cultural heritage and the processes which 
affect them.  Research will also establish the requirements for the management of 
particular species.  Data and findings from research studies and surveys will be 
utilised in park management. 
 
Recent research undertaken in Limeburners Creek National Park includes 
vegetation surveys, fauna surveys and research into the location, habits and 
management requirements of tiger quolls.  Further research is needed to assist 
management of the park. 
 
The Service does not presently have the resources to undertake any long term 
research in the park and relies upon work done by outside scientific institutions.  As 
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part of a strategy to encourage scientific use of the park, a prospectus will be 
prepared as the basis for the involvement of scientists and research organisations in 
research of Limeburners Creek National Park. 
 

Policies 
 
* All research will be subject to Service policy and procedures for the granting 

of permits, conduct of research and the production of results. 
 
* A prospectus will be prepared as a guide to preferred research projects in the 

park.  Preferred topics will be those of direct relevance to management and 
will include: 

 
 - additional surveys of native animals; 
 
 - habitat requirements of threatened animals; 
 
 - ecological requirements of threatened and uncommon plants; 
 
 - the fire history of the park; 
 
 - the ecological significance of fire in the park and its use in the  
 
  conservation of native plants and animals; 
 
 - biological control of introduced plants; 
 
 - surveys of Aboriginal sites and other places of significance; and 
 
 - surveys of visitor use and expectations in the park. 
 
 

4.3.4 Management Operations 
 
In addition to the public vehicular access system described in sub-section 4.3.2 
there are a number of management tracks in Limeburners Creek National Park (see 
Map 1).  The primary purpose of the management track system is for fire 
management (see section 4.1.4) but these tracks also provide access for other 
essential management operations such as research and weed control, and are an 
important component of the park’s walking track system.  As noted in section 4.1.1 
these tracks will be gated to prevent unauthorised vehicular use which is damaging 
the fragile ecosystems. 
 
The national park also contains a number of roads which no longer serve a useful 
purpose since the establishment of the national park.  These roads will be 
progressively closed and added to the park. 
 
There are a number of Crown Leases at Point Plomer which are surrounded by the 
national park.  These include Permissive Occupancies over a boat shed near the 
launching area at Barries Beach and a cottage, and a Lease in Perpetuity over 
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another boatshed and an area on which houses and cabins are located.  All are 
identified for future addition to the national park under the local government planning 
scheme.  If acquired they will be managed in accordance with this plan of 
management. 
 
The Shaeke family, who recently inherited the Lease in Perpetuity at Point Plomer 
from the Radley family, currently collect camping fees for the Service at both 
camping areas within the park.  The collection of fees and maintenance of the 
camping areas will be made available to public tender in the near future.  If the 
Shaeke’s are unsuccessful tenderers or unable to collect fees in future it may be 
necessary to provide for a caretaker to live on the park.  In this case, an existing 
building or a caravan will be used as a caretakers residence. 
 
Commercial beach haul netting is undertaken on Barries Beach below high water 
mark within and adjacent to Limeburners Creek National Park.  This activity is 
subject to control by the Vehicles on Beaches Task Force, the NSW Department of 
Fisheries, the Regional Liaison Committees established by NSW Fisheries, and the 
beach haulers’ own Code of Ethics. 
 
A milk, ice and bread vendor generally operates within the park over school holidays.  
This type of operation provides a service to campers and will be permitted to 
continue under a licence from the Service however, to maintain the atmosphere of 
the park, no other operations to sell food or other supplies will be permitted in the 
national park. 
 

Policies 
 
* All management tracks will be maintained to Service design standards. 
 
* Vehicular use of management tracks will be restricted to vehicles authorised 

by the District Manager.  Keys to the gates on management tracks will be 
issued to appropriate authorities such as local rural fire brigades. 

 
* Management tracks may be used without specific authorisation for walking 

and non-motorised bicycling. 
 
* Access to Barries Beach will continue to be provided for licensed professional 

beach hauling crews whose vehicles display a current beach permit, provided 
their fishing activities are consistent with relevant policies and regulations and 
the fishermen comply with all established ‘Codes of Conduct’. 

 
* No food operations, other than a milk, ice and bread vendor, will be permitted 

on the park. 
 
* The collection of fees and maintenance of camping areas at Point Plomer 

and Melaleuca will be put out to public tender. 
 
* An existing building at Point Plomer or a caravan may be used for 

management purposes if required. 
 



32 

5.  PLAN IMPLEMENTATION 

 
 
This plan of management is part of a system of management developed by the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service.  The system includes the National Parks and 
Wildlife Act, management policies, established conservation and recreation 
philosophies, and strategic planning at corporate, regional and district levels. 
 
The orderly implementation of this plan will be undertaken within the annual 
programs of the Service’s Port Macquarie District.  Priorities, determined in the 
context of district and regional strategic planning, will be subject to the availability of 
necessary staff and funds and to any special requirements of the Director-General 
or Minister. 
 
District programs are subject to ongoing review, within which works and other 
activities carried out at Limeburners Creek National Park are evaluated in relation to 
the objectives laid out in this plan. 
 
The environmental impact of all development proposals will continue to be assessed 
at all stages of the development and any necessary investigations undertaken in 
accordance with established environmental assessment procedures. 
 
Section 81 of the Act requires that this plan shall be carried out and given affect to, 
and that no operations shall be undertaken in relation to the national park unless 
they are in accordance with the plan.  However, if after adequate investigations, 
operations not included in the plan are found to be justified, this plan may be 
amended in accordance with section 76(6) of the Act. 
 
As a guide to the orderly implementation of this plan, relative priorities for identified 
activities are summarised below: 
 

Activity               Reference 

                (in plan) 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

HIGH PRIORITY 
 
Erect signs regarding status of irrigation channel    4.1.1 
 
Gate tracks not part of the public vehicle access system   4.1.1 
 
Map distribution of introduced plants and animals    4.1.3 
 
Prepare and implement pest management plan     4.1.3 
 
Repair and maintain stock yards for use as a registered pound  4.1.3 
 
Fence park boundaries where necessary to keep out cattle   4.1.3 
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HIGH PRIORITY (continued) 
 
Exhibit fire management plan for the park     4.1.4 

 
Develop and implement fire education program     4.1.4 
 
Complete environmental assessment for proposed facilities at  
Cultural Camp.         4.2.1 
 
If permissible, establish facilities for Cultural Camp in consultation  
with the Custodian Committee.        4.2.1 
 
Manage Cultural Camp site as per conditions of MOU and NPWS  
legislation and policies.        4.2.1 
 
Annually review the Cultural Camp to monitor impacts, in consultation  
with the Custodian Committee.       4.2.1 
 
Erect information/interpretation boards in picnic areas    4.3.1 
 
Gate vehicle track onto Back Beach, provide car park and walking  
track on to Back Beach        4.3.2 
 
Establish day use area at Point Plomer      4.3.2 
 
Establish licensing and review system for annual horse ride   4.3.2 
 
Tender management of Point Plomer and Melaleuca camping areas 4.3.4 
 
 

MEDIUM PRIORITY 
 
Provide designated walking tracks to Barries Beach from Point  
Plomer camping area        4.1.1 
 
Restore eroded dunes and headland areas at Point Plomer   4.1.1 
 
Rehabilitate track to Queens Head quarry     4.1.1 
 
Undertake survey of bats at Big Hill and identify protection needs  4.1.2 
 
Seek co-operation to protect important wildlife habitats 
adjoining the park         4.1.2 
 
Assess existing management tracks, close and rehabilitate  
non essential tracks         4.1.4 
 
Develop an interpretation program for Queens Head quarry 
and other Aboriginal sites        4.2.1 
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MEDIUM PRIORITY (continued) 
 
Commence a volunteer Bush Regeneration program with 
campers from the Cultural Camp site.      4.2.1 
 
Investigate options and commence work (if approved) to develop a  
short ‘bush tucker walk’ from the Cultural Camp, in consultation with  
Custodian Committee (only local indigenous species to be used).  4.2.1 
 
Investigate options and commence work (if approved) for designated car  
parking area/s at the Cultural Camp, to improve traffic safety on the site. 4.2.1 
 
Develop newsletter for neighbours      4.3.1 
 
Develop a range of information brochures, signs and other interpretation  
about the park         4.3.1 
 
Install electric barbecues at Point Plomer     4.3.2 
 
Erect signs regarding use of wood fires      4.3.2 
 
Undertake revegetation program at Point Plomer camping area  4.3.2 
 
Provide designated walking access from Point Plomer to Back Beach  4.3.2 
 
Establish visitor use monitoring system      4.3.2 
 
Prepare prospectus for research projects     4.3.3 
 
 

LOW PRIORITY 
 
Extend perimeter trail system where practical     4.1.4 
 
Upgrade Big Hill walking track  and erect signage    4.3.2 
 
Mark campsites and institute booking system at Point Plomer  4.3.2 
 
Provide composting toilets at Melaleuca      4.3.2 
 
Investigate reducing the size of Melaleuca camping area   4.3.2 
 
Establish recycling facilities at Point Plomer     4.3.4  
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Map 1: Limeburners Creek National Park 
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