
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
I thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft framework for coastal management currently 
on exhibition.  Straight to the point - No Way should current protections be weakened or 
compromised for the ability of councils and developers to plan for detrimental adjustments to 
preservation and  conservation of our coastal lands and marine parks.  
 
Nor should councils and investment from developers be afforded less scrutiny and accountability from 
the laws that are in force at present to protect against such developments that threaten the aesthetics 
and beauty of our natural coastal environments.   
 
So the government is proposing major changes that will: 
Divide the coastal zone into four distinct areas which will result inconsistent protections, including 
weakened protections for areas identified for development / Remove important oversight by the 
Department of Planning and Environment AND Provide significant discretion for council - key 
requirements will not be mandatory or enforceable leaving room for misuse. 
 
The actions observed by other councils in past and at present have seen such changes as re zoning and 
amalgamation proposals for the advancement of business developments. While the changes appear to 
have a strong emphasis on ecologically sustainable development, community engagement and 
environment protection we must ensure that there are no backwards steps for existing environmental 
protections, and that the new system is transparent and enforceable. It is imperative that no more of 
our Australian Coastline is sold or leased to overseas interests who may not respect our Laws or 
Culture of – Ethical Consideration for Protecting the Environment. It is important that the new 'coastal 
management package', including key requirements under the Coastal Manual, are mandatory and 
enforceable.  
 
The EPA as it stands today – is hugely understaffed for the task - does not monitor the activities that 
effect our environment or sensitive ecologies- by their own admittance – they only respond to spills, 
leaks, over-sprays and an assortment of accidents, alongside forest destruction and discrepancies in 
interpreting laws and prescription acts for wildlife protection – they aid and abet unlawful activity by 
their inability to do what we are led to believe is their job description: Environmental Protection 
Agency. This is a falsehood in name and practice. They are unable to enforce much and have little 
powers really in ratio to the problems that arise with incidents and management. The level of fines 
allocation for ill deeds ratio is laughable and they diddle around until the pittance is unenforceable 
due to time constraints by a set of laws that do not work. 
 
SO – A new diligent 'on ground', watchful, monitoring and functional department of management 
needs to be established with lawful strength and conviction to act by law, according to law- as 
enforcers. All new proposals for change and or development should be transparent, made openly 
available for a long investigative period and this management team should be separate from Councils 
and subject to scrutiny by all and public. It should have paid, on staff leading ecologists in consultation 
and inclusion with town planners and architects, builders, land and waterfront developers, fisheries, 
with representatives from all areas of ecological study areas of natural science depts., residents and 
businesses, wildlife care groups, all community groups concerned. They must be involved with and in 
consultation regarding future planning, about changing area boundaries, zones, business activities and 
the function of the laws effecting the different areas they live and work in. By this watchful and 
consultative approach we can plan a better future for our coastal regions, protect and preserve the 
environment of each region along with its unique identity. 
 
Australians are increasingly of the one mind that they shall make a stand over the sale of any future 
parcel of our land, ports, farms and coastal property to overseas / international corporations and their 
governments. We would like to see a policy that reserves all lands for Australians and future sales of 
land, property and coastal business be for Australians. A recent suggestion I heard lately was any 
O/Seas sales over $20,000 (the price of a small boat) should be declared as well as every single ( any 
price ) offer to buy proposed land and and or home purchase - be investigated by a separate legally 



transparent and accountable body – not government O/Seas friends for favours with other CEO's and 
governments O/Seas - before any sale could obtain a possible approval.  
 
Too much of our Coastal Land now is owned by overseas interests, which is considered appalling and a 
criminal practice of Government selling out Australians future and our Border Security is depleted 
considerably by wholesale leasing and selling of our Harbour and Ports. Investment in Australian 
coastlines should be reserved for the availability for young and old Australians to have access to the 
coast, its natural park reserves for leisure and recreation. It's beautiful beaches and rivers, for the 
purchase of existing homes, to have holidays and develop eco sustainable business's that do not 
impact on the environment or aesthetics of a town/ region/ or present a threat ecologically.  
 
By this submission we advocate that we care about the Environmental Laws of this State and our 
Country. We care about the laws ability to be truly functional and act ethically in favour of it's 
preservations and a rewrite as proposed, may indeed water down parts of Biodiversity Conservation 
Act. It is of National Strategic Importance that we look after what we have left in our care – Care for 
Nature – Care for Country- as proclaimed by most Australians and in line with the stated ideology of 
our Australian Nature Parks Congress 2014 and National Parks NSW, The Conservation Council and 
many more departments of environmental works and wildlife care, wetlands care, landcare groups, 
regeneration workers etc – at community level and taught to our children by the Dept. of Education 
from primary school age through secondary in Science, Geography and History then with Earth and 
Environmental Science at school and further again to University level Studies. 
 
Climate change is so evident and will bring with it further chances of and changes in :- erratic weather, 
flooding of rivers and estuaries, erosion and damage if cleared of of riparian protections to creek 
banks and rivers, movement of in water sand banks and natural restorative sand replenishment 
movements at beaches and dunes, greater wave storm surges and cyclonic wind patterns. These 
things must be considered alongside future rise in sea level and thus must prevent unsuitable 
development at the edge of our shorelines and no discount of this should be considered for a quick 
financial gain by unscrupulous business arrangements. Rezoning will leave some areas without the 
adequate governance of environmental protections that are in place at present.  I'm so concerned 
about the government’s efforts to develop new coastal protection laws for strategic planning and 
management of the coast.    
 
These are major changes that involve: 
Replacing the current Coastal Protection Act with a new Coastal Management Act Replacing the 
current NSW Coastal Policy with a new Coastal Manual Replacing existing State Environment Planning 
Policies (SEPP 14 - Coastal Wetlands, SEPP 26 – Littoral Rainforests and SEPP 71 – Coastal 
Management) with a new Coastal SEPP. 
 
It is of concern that Indigenous importance of the east coast of NSW ( and Australia) is upheld, 
respected, protected and access to sacred and special areas is not denied. Ensuring the connection to 
place, protection of our water systems, ancient law, story and heritage is extremely important. The 
coastal lands are considered immeasurably priceless biologically as well as for the original peoples 
culturally - for all Australians – our coastal regions have been determined as having major value ( IUCN 
and World Heritage UNESCO) worth their protection.  It is only a thin strip of greenery along the east 
coast that is left – look on a map ! We are at the crossroads of yet further extinctions and NSW has an 
appalling record of extinction rates, disregard and neglect for this issue, as seen by the approval of 
coal mines and gasfields in the last of the remnant pristine inland forest areas. The North Coast Region 
and hinterlands represent an extrordinary example of  a refucia for one of the largest quota of species 
in a region – for animal, plant, bird, insect, amphibian, reptile and fish etc.  
 
The vulnerability of our eastern coastal areas should be noted, biodiversity protections of our natural 
ecosystems must remain intact and not denuded by fragmentation and we must ensure that all is 
done in effort to assist in its process of regeneration and protection.  Too much of our vegetation is 
already lost from the east coast and our coastal landscapes have been marred by wholesale forest 
logging, unsuitable coastal town, river and water's edge developments, sand mining, swamp terrain 



fill-ins for developing new suburban allotments and broad scale land clearing practices and assorted 
mining.  
 
It seems in general terms, as in the proposed changes, your draft – advertising it's ethos - that it will be 
in accordance with the principles of ecologically sustainable development and for the long-term public 
interest. Any future thought to dispose of, side line, sell out or swipe areas from current protections 
should be dropped from any proposal in these changes we are now looking at. This includes on land 
and our watered landscapes such as wetlands and marine territories. Plans to rezone and open up 
areas for commercial fishing, speed water sports or grand new boating marinas may harm our marine 
sanctuaries, wetland and coastal reserves and don't even think of off shore drilling – any ideas should 
be halted not encouraged. 
 
Please ensure that : 
 
• The proposed new Coastal Management Areas are further refined to provide clear and 
consistent protection for coastal environmental and public interest values. 
• There are clearer requirements and guidance for climate change adaptation and mitigation 
• Key elements of the coastal management package, including key requirements under the 
Coastal Manual, are mandatory and enforceable.  
• The functions and membership of the NSW Coastal Council are expanded considerably - to 
provide advice on an integrated approach to coastal management, including policy, strategic functions 
in relation to the new Act, and community engagement. 
• Other key elements of the reform package, including coastal zone mapping and the draft text 
of the proposed new State Environmental Planning Policy are publicly exhibited prior to the Bill being 
finalised.   
 
*            Ensure longer consultative period of scrutiny for all planning proposals and any plan or 
proposed deal is made transparent to the by public. 
*            When making your second draft of these new law reforms allow a longer period for 
submissions. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Carolyn Russell 
2480 
 


