
NSW COASTAL PROTECTION LAWS 
 
As a resident of the Central Coast of NSW living on the edge of Kincumber Broadwater, I 
wish to make the following points that address the need y to strike some balance 
between the rights of existing landowners, the need for future development, and 
environmental and recreational concerns.  
 

1. Protecting the environment on the coast of NSW is essential for economic, human and 
ecological reasons.  

2. Our coastline is a huge drawcard for tourism and makes a huge contribution to the 
economy. It is essential to economic wellbeing that this attraction be maintained. 

3. The coastal area will be particularly vulnerable to any changes in sea level due to 
climate change and protecting the area against such change should be an ongoing 
priority for the safety of all and the preservation of a valuable resource. 

4. The area is a home to unique and endangered flora and fauna. In particular there is a 
great need to preserve wetland and shore areas for the declining numbers of local and 
migratory shore birds. 

5. Preservation of remaining forest is essential to maintain air quality in the region. 
6. The coastal area is also an important food source through fishing and oyster farming. 

Preservation of breeding areas of fish and maintenance of clean waterways are 
essential for environmental, health and economic reasons. 

7. Recreational use such as the use of jet skis and powerboats can present dangers to 
other users, cause environmental damage through oil leakage and boat wash 
undermining vegetation. Powerboat usage should be confined to less sensitive areas, in 
a way that reduces the risk harm or nuisance to others. There should be strict controls 
on noise, speed, and fuel usage, especially in areas where fish breed and shore birds 
feed. 

8. Fishermen also need further education to reduce both overfishing and the amount of 
waste such as abandoned fishing line, plastic bait bags and hooks that endanger wildlife. 

9. As a coastal resident I am aware of the huge quantity of garbage in the local area of 
Kincumber Broadwater. This could be reduced if the government introduced laws to 
ensure that all packaging was either truly biodegradable or subject to a refundable 
deposit. Polystyrene foam should be banned. There must be alternatives. 

10. Local residents naturally wish to preserve the amenity of the land they have bought. 
Stronger environmental controls need to be introduced in ways that are sensitive to the 
needs of owners and can gain their support. Understandably, residents who have paid a 
premium for water views will fight against having those views interrupted by changed 
policies or new plantings. On foreshores which are already cleared, it could be helpful to 
focus on regenerating saltmarsh  which is essential to a good ecology, but does not 
interrupt residents’ views. Corridors to allow small boat access to the water need to be 
provided.  
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